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Quite honestly, 2002 through July of 2005 has lzeeery interesting and
exciting time in my life. Since leaving my formeirEctor of Worship position in
January of 2002 | have had the privilege of vigitimore that eighty different churches,
both denominational and non-denominational, frorth@léc to the Vineyard and
observing their worship offerings. It has been y& @pener, and has confirmed many of
my concerns about the church. To be very candidany of the churches | visited there
wasn’t much of anything happening in worship. There mostly just going through the
motions without much real ministry, and they weeetainly not sending their people out
to spread the “Good News.”

The one thing | need to make clear is that | dpualt any punches—I tell it like |
see it. If you want to find out more about my backod and experience then go to the
following web site and you will find out all of theetails.www.thekenjohnsongroup.com

Generally what | saw was a sanctuary of gray hgemple, which there is
nothing wrong with, and pastors who obviously wantontinue traditional services that
have no excitement or energy, that are going thrdhhg motions of worship. There is
also nothing wrong with a traditional service ifstreally meaningful. When they
finished the service in most of the churches it alagous that the people weren’t going
out to minister to the world, they were going autbntinue their normal hum-drum day
to day activities which probably didn’t include amynistry or, for that matter, their time
probably won’t even include any thought of what hast happened at church that day.

There were also those churches that were ahdevibrant with the energy of the
Christian Faith meeting me as | entered the parkihgand that same feeling permeated
everything that happened from getting out of therdd my car, to entering the building,
to entering the sanctuary and throughout the servihis enthusiasm even continued as |
was leaving. People greeting me, and extending tfaeid in fellowship, wishing me a
good week, and | knew that when they left they weealy to go out and “preach the
gospel to the world.”

In all instances the churches where | walked awidly avfeeling of excitement
were either independent or Evangelical. The magntinurches, to a church, and | visited
the major mainline churches in the Denver Metrdpaliarea, were basically filled with
the “frozen chosen.” I'm sure the people were w@cg people, and that they were very
giving people, but they certainly weren’t the kiofdpeople that were going to go out and
minister to the world. And this is the only way tiiae word of God will be spread to the
world. If the church members aren’t challenged anday morning, or whenever they
worship, they aren’t going to go out and ministetite people around them, and in most
of the mainline churches the people weren’t chgkeh

Truth be known, the mainline churches probably aged in age somewhere
above fifty- five years of age and the independert Evangelical churches probably
averaged about forty years of age and younger.




Having been raised in a more Gospel oriented chamchmarrying into a
mainline denomination | began, at an early ageety but not understand, the differences
between the two distinct thoughts and styles ofGhastian Faith. | realize that there are
many varieties in the Evangelical churches anténnbainline churches but for purposes
of this treatise we will discuss just ttraditional Evangelical churches and the traditiona
mainline churches.

| will begin by setting out my own personal preggs. Having been raised in the
church of the Nazarene in the forties and fifti@gk subject to the denominations rule
oriented Christian Faith. You can’t dance, you tamar makeup, you can’t go to
movies, and many more “you cant’s,” of which noirgpthe “you cant’s,” certainly
won't get you to Heaven. When | married | marriedit'of the faith,” so to speak. My
wife was born and raised in the Presbyterian chutodre every church service, even
then, was dead silence, not even a little laughted,she was not about to go to the
Church of the Nazarene where they said “amen” gngise the Lord” during the service,
and honestly | was tired of the “you cant’s,” soje@ed her church, a United
Presbyterian Church, in 1960. An interesting sgielto the quiet Presbyterian Church
was my discussion with the pastor about the deatijzas and quietness of the
congregation. He told me that he would love to hewme feedback about the sermon
during the service, or even after the servicetiat tatter, but it never seemed to happen.
Incidentally, he was an excellent minister and phed the Word of God, and lived what
he preached.

Since that time | have taught in the public schaold college and have had part-
time and full-time church music positions in MissdBynod Lutheran, United
Presbyterian, Independent Congregational, UCC Ggagional, United Methodist, | had
the privilege of being in on the beginning of theakgelical Presbyterian denomination,
Baptist General Conference, a non denominationaioth an American Baptist church,
and UPC/USA church. Whew, it seems like its timéalae a breath. Over forty years of
ministry in all, and every minute has been wortlntmany of those ministry’s, besides
running the music and arts programs, | had oppii#srto preach, to manage the
facilities, to hire and fire employees for the attuat large and to chair the recruitment
committee for the organization of the 1986 Denviliy Bsraham Crusade choir, which
included more than 8000 singers.

Over the years and in the variety of denominatianghich | have been involved,
| have found that generally there was not muchediffice in the denominations, except in
the area of the essentials and the non-essentt@shiggest arguments came concerning
communion and baptism or whether you can call asGan a “born again” Christian.
From my prospective if we as Christians could gaiimouthing each other and get on
with spreading the “good news” about our Lord aagi&, Jesus the Christ, we could
win the world for Christ overnight.

Now you’ve heard my prejudices so let's get on tat saw and heard in each
of those churches. Generally speaking in the mrerdhurches the orders of worship had
absolutely no flow to them. They reminded me ofghtschool musical directed by a
drama person who had no idea how to tie togetlemiisic and the drama sections. You
would have a certain section of the service and ol would stop and get ready to start
the next part, and in this day of movies and smoatiming TV programs the people are
looking for more than that. They want to be takemf one portion of the service to



another with a seamless flow. There needs to bdestagd lows, exciting moments and
silent moments, and each of those pieces needsogéther smoothly. What | found
was a hodge-podge of pieces put together randomtiput any understanding as to why.
The hymns that they sang were not necessarily ohosk into the context of the whole
but were there, it seemed like, because they ndeglads.

The hymns themselves are a major problem in thaelmaichurch. There are
many hymns in the new mainline denomination hymttes are literally unsingable and
many times hymns are selected for their lyrics motfor their singability, which for the
normal congregation member is not fun. The reasendmes hymns in a service is to
include the congregation physically and mentallyjost to have a hymn, and when they
can’t sing the hymns they quit then you have defit#ite purpose of the hymn. The
hymns are also there to be a part of the worsbip #8nd hopefully a continuation of the
message. In the more evangelical churches, eslyetialones with blended services the
hymns coupled with the choruses completed the mgasfithe service. Don’t get me
wrong, I’'m not saying that this blending of theit@l content with everything that
happened in the service happened in every instantgenerally speaking it happened
more often in the Evangelical churches than imtlaenline churches.

An interesting story

One of the only times anyone really talked to me aiga Church where | wore clerical
collar shirt and a lady talked to me because stiegiit | was a pastor. | quite wearing that shirt
after that.

The following are some of the things that | savhi@ churches | visited that |
thought might be of help to all of the pastors ahdrches. One thing that | would
suggest is that each of you who has anything twittoworship listen to a tape of the
service at least once a month and see what feel®dable and what feels
uncomfortable to you and make changes as theyesmeeul.

| trust that you will pass along my suggestionthpeople on your staff and that you
will have your entire staff become members of oipsTor the 28 Century Church.

Notes from churches visited for your - -
worship committee and pastor One thing that | would suggest i
* Up and down, up and down, up and dow| that e_ach of you .Who has_
— don’t do this in the service. You need t a_lnythlng to do with worshlp.
have some periodic movement just to ke| 11Sten to a tape of your service a
your parishioners awake but don’t overd least once a month and see what
it. Does the congregation have to stand | f€€ls comfortable and what feels
every time they sing or speak? uncomfortable to you and make
» Offering plates with long handles that go changes as they are needed.
to the middle of the pew? An interesting thingwsa one of the churches |
visited.
» Pastor please put some drama in your messageu lged to take drama lessons
then do it. This one thing will change your enpresentation.
* | dothink it is important to have at least onearsh every aisle when you are
taking the offering.




Passing the Peace. | think this works well. Make $khiat your people know what
it means to pass the peace.
Symbolism in the church. What is the purpose? Hawshould there be?
| realize that all Christians don’t have to go antl preach the Gospel but they do
need to be ready to witness when the need arises.
The lyrics on the screen can’t be to busy and Haae to be readable. You need
to have a large enough point size and the progersto make them visible. You
also need a somewhat dark room or equipment thHy teas a strong throw.
Do you have to sing every verse?
Authentic people practicing an authentic faith e gleople who go to church need
to be this kind of people.
Don’t be a Christian freeloader.
We need to be a 21st Century church with 1st cgnqtawer.
An interesting idea: at one church the Pastor effer pew Bible to anyone who
wanted one.
Get your congregation involved in the worship. Hétwem repeat something you
say even during the message, have them answerangesith a yes or no or
answer a question by raising their hands, whatgmemeed to do to get them
involved.
Don't let your video camera people be distractmg¢je congregation (if you
video your services).
How can you say that you love God if you don’t sht®v
|. Take responsibility for yourself

1. Everyone has a part in the work of the Lafse what you

have been given.

2. Don’t compare yourself to others.

3. Find your talent and use it.

4. Accept your limitations.

Il. Esteeming others

1. Don't seek to cut off other members. God bring$o places we

cannot get to alone.

2. We cannot go along as a passenger. When all ersrfudfill

their ministry, the life of God’s ministry flows. Bvhave the Son.

We have life. We hold fast to the head (God), nantlividual

members, or the leadership.
One church with probably 400 to 500 in attendarex dt least 30 people to serve
communion, that's great, make sure you always leaeeigh people to move this
along.
Some churches included applause and in most aftthiches it worked well.
You just have to make sure that the applause wiat the Lord has just done in
worship and not for some “star.” You also needdmmunicate to your people
that it is okay to not applaud if they don’t waaot t
Let your people know that it is alright for themviorship in the style that they
would like to. If they want to raise their handattk fine, if they want to applaud
that's fine, if they want to say praise the Lortitheem do it and tell your other



members that they too are welcome to not do anlyasfe things, but it is akay for
the other people to do them.

Pastor thinks that a church has to be either categiits excited about worship or
IS very passive — there are no other choiceseitfger hand clapping music or
Bach and Rultter, but there has to be some exciteamehenergy.

Please select hymns that are singable by the cgaijpe — what did Martin
Luther make the break from the Catholic for if we aot going to sing hymns
that are singable?

Announcements need to be a part of worship notrbefe service. They are part
of the worship of the community and need to beudet! in the worship portion
of the service, not before the service begins whany people are still in the
narthex and can’'t hear them. Please, please, plieageur announcements during
the service—I mean at least 10 to 15 minutes iméoskrvice so everyone will get
to hear them. In marketing you have to tell or slzoperson something at least
seven times before they will remember it and faneaeason in our churches we
think we can tell them once and they will rememband do what you want.
When will we ever learn?

In marketing you have to tell or

Please, please, please do yor show a person something at leapt

announcements during the seven times before they will
service—I| mean at least 10 t remember it and for some reasor

15 minutes into the service s in our churches we think we can
everyone will get to hear tell them once and they will
them remember it and do what you
want. When will we ever learn?

()

Announcements: Please don’t read them; do them fn@mory and in an
exciting way bring them to life and you will havegple listen.

Hymns need to move along tempo wise — don't lemthleag.

The church is an equipping center.

Have your staff listed in the bulletin with botlphone number and an email
address so people can get in touch with them.

Laughter and repetition in your message are vepomant.

To the people on the platform—be sure to watchp#irson or people who are
presenting things—don’t be looking out at the ceggtion.

Always make sure you have at least one usher iryaisle or the congregation
thinks that they aren’t good enough to have adoifitingent. It makes it
awkward. And being an usher is a place where yawsa new Christians or
even non-Christians.

If your Praise Team Leader is not good at introdgc¢hings don’t have them do
it, find other people to present the music.

Make sure that you either have a license or damit phe words in the bulletin or
put the words of songs on the screen.

Many of the churches put the page number of thptsice in their bulletin so the
illiterate church members don’t even have to fimel $cripture at church. One



thing | found was, that generally speaking, onky Bvangelical churches
encouraged their members to bring their Biblesdiarch. When are we going to
get back to encouraging our members to use thble8iseven days a week?

* Itis so important that you put the type of sentitat you are doing on your sign
so people will know and it may attract more visstaiTruth in advertising you
know)

* One of the most important thing that you can dthesanctuary is get the
worship leaders as close to the congregation aslpesThis includes the choir,
the praise team, the pastor and all.

Notes for your choir, praise team, soloists and osamist/keyboardist:

Choir

* Don't ever let your choir hold music and sing witithdolders.

» Don't allow any of your singers to sing in the daakd | don’t mean the dark as
far as their Christian faith is concerned, | meatheut any light on them.

» Make sure that your choir member’s faces are mirgowhat the lyrics are about.
They need to show excitement and energy at allstime

* | think it is wonderful to have your choir in theslgs when they sing but make
sure that they aren’t so far down front that thegbe in the back of the sanctuary
can’'t hear them.

» If you do opening and closing responses make thetonger than 10 to 15
seconds and with enough vigor, verve and enerdytha congregation is
propelled into the service and out of the sanctwatly real life and excitement.

* Responses need to be short and sweet — 30 seadleds bke a commercial.
They have to sell quickly.

» Get your choir out of the loft and down into thengoegation especially during
the Cantata.

* When you are doing a major work make sure thatdanit allow dead spaces
unless they are supposed to be there.

» Dear choir members: During the cantata please domitpages with the soloist.
The organ music needs to be at least enjoyable.

* Be sure to watch the person or persons who aréngiisglos or presenting
things—don't be looking out at the congregation.

* Don't have the choir move from the loft to sit lretcongregation even if it does
help fill up the sanctuary—it takes to much timel amakes it look like you don’t
have enough people.

» Contemporary Services typically start late. Whysities always have to be true?
What's wrong with the contemporary folks that woaltow them to start on
time? Start your service on time.

* Make sure that the piano is positioned so whenlijioilne lid the sound will go
toward the choir and not the congregation.

Praise Team

Your praise team members need to keep their eyas apd
focused on the congregation. Closing your eyesria fnightclub.
Remember you are leading the people in worshigusot
vourself




* Don't turn the lights down on your worship teameuyneed to see their faces and
they need to keep their eyes opened and focus#étearongregation. Closing
your eyes is for a nightclub. Remember you areitepthe people in worship not
just yourself.

* The praise team needs to be alive.

» Make sure that all singers on your praise teanst@m®ding — unless they are at a
keyboard.

* Don't ask the congregation to sing if you are gdim¢pave the sound so loud that
they can’t hear themselves and if they don’t knbe/gongs and you don’t teach
them to them.

* When you do choruses don'’t take big breaks betweags — there needs to be a
flow.

* Be sure to watch the person or persons who ar@ngiisglos or presenting
things—don’t be looking out at the congregation.

» Make sure that you either have a license or dawit phe words in the bulletin or
put the words of songs on the screen.

Order Some Notes on Pop Vocal and Microphone Technique by
Dr. Michael Johnson go to our website and click o®ne Stop
Shop.

Soloists and small groups

* Always have soloists where they are visible tm&the people in the
congregation. Make sure that they make eye conifictthe congregation.

» Soloists don’t move until the final sound of the@mpaniment ends.

» Make sure that you are in place to do special musicisited a church where the
soloist for the offering and the accompanist camerdthe center aisle to do
special after the offering began and by the tinay ot started the offering was
over half completed.

Organist/Keyboardist
* It's important for the organist/pianist/praise baadkeep the hymns moving or
they will die.
* Make sure that you have some variety in what yauinishe service. Don’t
always use the same stops, the same meter, theksgser anything that will get
monotonous the more you use it.

Notes from churches visited for your sound personral video people

Sound

Think “sound reinforcement”
not “sound blaster.”




Make sure that all instruments and parts are hedtte mix.
Learn what the EQ knobs are for and how to use tivake everyone sound as
natural as possible.
Don't play the accompaniment tape so loud thatgemit hear the soloist or
group.
Lay back on the sound for the preacher so he/shgelouder and softer in their
presentation.
If you are going to use original video’s within yaervice make sure that they
are of excellent quality both sound wise and visual
If you have an instrumental bridge the you need¢atify that on the slide so the
congregation knows.
Teach your people how to hold a mic so they lodéxed.
Make sure that you change the words on the sciesnan as the last word on the
screen is sung. Don't be late.
Make sure that the sound balance is good — ddoivanyone to not be heard,
especially the lead singers.
Make your sound “sound reinforced” and not “soufabter.”
If you have a problem with static from your cordiesics (especially your lavs) it
probably comes from one of three things.
1. Aloose or broken antenna wire
2. Alow or dead battery
3. The placement of your receiver
4. If you are having problems with your receiitenay be because it to
far from the microphones so move it closer.

Lyrics, etc. on a screen
See if back screening helps if it's to light in $enctuary.
Don’t have too much activity on the screen behiadnyyrics.
Make sure that the lyrics are large enough to esatithat the background and the
color of the letters has enough contrast to readhth

The following are notes that | took from my visitsmore than 80 churches in the
Denver area, Grand Junction, Colorado Springs, dwnd Ft. Worth, TX. As you will
notice | haven't identified any of the churchestlogir protection. If you see a church
that seems like it is yours then it probably iyou are either doing the right things or
making the same mistakes.

The following are the criteria that | used to evalate each church.

They are in chronological order:

| tried to wear the opposite clothing that the chumembers would wear so | would
stand out in the crowd.

Was | greeted as | enter the parking lot or before?
Was there someone to guide me into a parking place?



* Do they have enough parking?

» Are there are easy to find “visitor” parking spaes

» Are there signs conveniently located to help md fwlnere | am going?

* Am | greeted at the front door?

* Am | greeted when | enter the sanctuary?

» |s there someone to help me find a place to sit?

* Is the music worth being there for?

* Do they have a worship leader or praise team |ggith@ music and are they any
good?

* What kind of music do they do?

* Is the music exciting (full of life) and worshipfabt slow and dead?

* When do they do announcements?

» Is the congregation friendly? Do they greet me iamg/®

» Do they have enough ushers?

» Do they have everybody and his brother lead in ipreecause “We have to be
politically correct?”

* Is there any laughter and joy in the service?

* What about the message?

* Is the presenter boring or exciting to listen to?

* Is the message worth listening too?

* Does the presenter give us time to think as welinass to laugh and respond?

* Does anyone come and greet me after church?

* Is there anyone at the door to greet me when Eefedwhis doesn’'t need to be the
pastor it could be anyone.

» | also looked through the bulletin to see if theeemed to be any outreach
ministry.

2-23-03

WOW this is what a welcoming church and a churett #ends people into the
world to minister, to spread the Good News is bti#. | was welcomed as | turned
down the street to the church by a person guidaifj¢. | was again welcomed when |
was guided into the parking lot and when | was gdiohto my parking space. The person
guiding me into the parking space even openeddbe fdr me—I haven't seen that
before. That very same person asked if | knew wteege from there to which |
responded no and he guided me on my way. At thechidoor were greeters and at the
sanctuary door were another set of greeters wiletms. When | entered the sanctuary |
noticed that there were ushers in the aisles hglpgople find a seat—I have never felt
so welcome. This is amazing. The people in thessgalcomed me as | was sitting—
how refreshing. This is what a church that welcomsiors should be like—a welcome
wherever you go in the building.

The service was equally welcoming. It began wlm3nutes of contemporary
music with a praise team, a choir and special mdsiey did the announcements after
the 30 minutes of music so everyone was able tothea. The message was 20 minutes
long and gave you what you needed if you were r@@hi@stian. They had people down
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front who would meet with you after the final prayeneeded and they had people who
greeted you and helped you find your way to theesdfments, coffee and fellowship
after the service. They also helped you find yoaywut of the building and parking lot.
How refreshing. I'm sure | won’t find many of theigethe future—I hope that | do, but |
probably won’t. We'll see.

From their bulletin and announcements it's obvithe they are a church that
sends people out into ministry.

3-2-03

This morning | had the distinct privilege of visigj a Pentecostal church and was
| awakened. They spent the first 30 minutes inisg@nd prayer, where they danced in
the spirit and really got with it. The congregatishich filled about three fourths of the
sanctuary was a very diverse crowd, and their wpnsias designed to meet all of their
needs. They didn’t have a choir but they had asBraeam of 12 people who really lead
in worship, with their faces, their bodies and thveole being. The lead worshipper (the
leader of the Praise Team) had a limitless amolenergy, although he had begun to
lose his voice by the end of the singing. Yes, titieyrepeat the choruses ad infinitum
but the leader was continually asking the congregdab recommit to the words of the
songs. He quickly worked the crowd into a frenapey were on their feet singing,
raising their hands, praying and dancing. Actutdlyhe uninitiated this could almost
look like a circus, but as far as they were conegithey were “Worshipping God,” and |
have to tell you that even though this is not §fpetof worship | would want to go to
each week, | certainly wouldn’t say that what tgre doing was wrong.

The announcements were included about 38 minuteshe service and were a
very important part of their community worship.

They had the most interesting Prayer of Dedicatidrich included prayers for
about everyone and everything you could imagine.

The average age of the congregation was probabdy §6unger. The one thing
that | noticed about this church was that theyaielt weren't very personable. | only
had two people talk to me, and one of them | hadroe to talk to me. Truthfully, |
found this problem in all of the churches that Vé&isited except one and that one
almost overwhelmed me with welcoming. It truly veasenjoyable experience.

The preacher for the morning made it very clear @fiaChristians had to work
together to bring about change. It couldn’t jusbbe small group, it needed to be the
entire Christian Community praying and spreadirgg@ospel. She said that she was
personally going to call all of the pastors wiveshe Denver area and get them to get
their women involved in citywide prayer for the papings of the world, a possible war
in Irag and other problems around the world. Shentapeaking against the war but she
wanted prayer as to what God’s will was.

The sermon for the day was concerning the respiibsiof every Christian to get
involved in the ministry in whatever way they cdihere is a place in ministry for
everyone so you can't say that you can’t do angth8he said specifically that: “You
can’'t be a Christian freeloader; you need to fiotlwhat is right for you and do it.
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3-09-03

| just visited two churches this weekend that epie why the Christian church
is dying. One church at least had some childremedlsas many older people but their
worship resembled a funeral. They began with twigelaup front leading “Praise
Songs,” and | use those words advisedly, who wet®ld but were probably in their
50’s. They looked like they had one foot in thevgrand the other foot on a banana peal.
It was also obvious that the accompanist coulday the music making for double
jeopardy (actually a total loss). If at least tkea@mpanist can play the music it can help
the people sing but she couldn’t. | don't belielvattthis is what God wants from us in
2003. He wants some energy and excitement in adieb@nd our faces. Quite honestly
the worship went downhill from there.

For some reason they separate the “Praise Mugini fworship so the “Praise
Music” starts at 10:50 and the service begins @92 this has always amazed me. Why
doesn’t the worship begin when the organist betjias prelude—or for that matter why
isn’t the worship service just a continuation of thorship we have been doing all week?
They had three dour looking men on the platformahdn they came up to talk they
continued their dour looks. Being in worship didetiange a thing that they did. They
had a children’s choir from the local church schebich sang, and they looked and sang
with the same dour look that the other people Wéaden does worship become an
exciting time? When does corporate worship becotmaathat you look forward to with
anticipation and excitement—a time to put your lbest forward and your most exciting
personage forward and let it show for God?

They had a lay speaker that morning that was viigudt to understand because
he never opened his mouth. His message was nahaheesally would appeal to many
people. | would suggest that you find somethinguaht and preach it loud and clear.

It's really sad to see this kind of supposed warstappening because if visitors
come they will be turned away from Christ. Onehs& hymns they used was singer
friendly the other was not.

The other church | went to on this weekend was ialina church where there
were maybe five children fronf"5grade to high school (this was the second settiee
may have been more at the earlier service) andappately seventy five people 70
years old and older. Before the service startacktleard a lady in the row behind me
say “This is the most excitement I've heard in gasictuary in years. It's probably
because of the guest speaker.” That started myhigotisne in an interesting way.

One of the nice things they had were pleasant great the door and ushers in
the aisle to help you find your seat. The only pgobwas that the ushers were only about
halfway down the aisles so the people didn’t sitdront.

This was a very traditional service with response@&dings and awful hymns
(unsingable) from the 1989 hymnal. Again a veryeglaid back congregation and
basically the same was true of the pastor. He na® tbut that was about it. He was
fairly young and talked about his ministry with @amanization like Young Life but he
was obviously from the South from his accent amtlitied long pauses in his speaking —
| think he thought it was more Godly or maybe CQhiiee—I don’t know.
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They had a handbell choir play that did quite wellken they finished the
congregation applauded and the director turnednafand bowed—what was that all
about? One thing that really turned me on was vitheminister acknowledged the
handbells and thanked them. That's a plus for dsqp.

This is a nice friendly place, but certainly ngilace that is going to get someone
excited about Jesus and bring them to the Lord.

These are definitely two examples of the “Dead Chiwalking syndrome.”

3-16-03

| visited the 11:00 service of mainline churclDienver today. For the most part |
found it to be a very pleasant visit. It seems dkglace that the Lord is alive and
growing. The congregation was made up of a wideetsaof ages—what a relief after so
many weeks of going to churches that were fillethwid (there is nothing wrong with
being old, but a church won't last very long if afltheir members are old) people. They
had a good group of children that came down forctiilelren’s message and many young
couples. The service was traditional except for ¢woruses and flowed quite well. The
organist played for every break that happened—wbethk tiring but it worked out okay.

| was greeted very energetically at the front depot always true at other
churches—and when the people got up to greet ¢heln there was a gentleman in the
pew who climbed over everyone to greet me. | hezbdl filled out the pew pad and
only put my name on it so he was coming over toifskewas a first time visitor. This was
more than | had received in most churches.

This church annoyed my by putting the announcesnaint0:55 which was before
at least 30% of the congregation had even entbeedanctuary. Why waste your time
giving announcements if you’re not going to giverthto all of the people—the entire
community?

The congregation sang quite well and with a faipant of energy, but the choir
and youth choir were both lifeless. The service dave been better without them.
Their directors were also lifeless, so what woudd gxpect.

The preacher preached from behind the pulpit, fnoemory, but was much better
and more in tune with the congregation when shescaum from behind the pulpit and
did an interview that was part of the sermon. Wag'tpastors get out from behind the
pulpit? Jesus never preached from behind a pulpdeslt think!!

An interesting thing; all of the songs were préhéand in the bulletin (words and
music). One of the choruses was pitched so lowithes hard to sing. It wasn’t written
in a key that was to low it was lowered by the oigh This was a problem because the
congregation couldn’t sing it and it lost all o #nergy.

An interesting statement | keep hearing from thipipis: “If you are able to
stand please stand for the next hymn.” This isa gesture but it definitely tells us what
is happening to the age of our members.

| liked certain portions of their worship order.

3-24-03
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The church | visited today was another mainlinegrch. | was greeted at the door
in a very nice way but this was the only person wdiked to me except the people at the
greeting time. The sanctuary had many windows dholy a large skylight but with
proper screen placement, back screen projectioteage enough print and white on blue
it was very easy to read the words on the screen.

The church service opened at 11:00am sharp witllaibger ringing four bells
from the platform. Then the prelude began — atgbist the sanctuary went from chatter
to dead silence except for one person and manyli@émked around at that person —
interesting. Another church that starts the serwittk the announcements at the
beginning but at least they waited until 11:00 eantiy a bell and the prelude.

All of the hymns and readings were on the screémgtwis very contemporary,
but nothing else was even close to new. This wadddead church which is slowly
dying from the inside out and they don’t know it—paybe they don't care.

The organist obviously doesn’t know how to leadhiiggnns—the congregation
just moped through the hymns, singing every veesg slowly—what praise?

The most interesting thing was when it came tinragte offering the
accompanist and the soloist came down the cerdleraafter the ushers had already
begun taking the offering, and the ushers werstiii taking the offering before the
soloist had gotten through the first fourth of somg. She sang a solo out of a Bach
Chorale, which basically said nothing to anyone \ites in the 21 century.

One interesting aspect of the service was thgtesnple, three ladies and three
men (all of which were probably 65 years old orepjcentered just before the service
started and sat in the front row of the choir lofé-sing | suspected, but that was not to
be, they just sat there and stood at the rightgjrate. Interesting!!!

3-30-03

Today’s church visitation was at a very contemppcdurch with a rock band
and a star in front of the band. The people stoo@limost the entire 40 minutes that they
sang but didn’t sing because: 1. the sound waktaband 2. the congregation didn’t
know the music and it was obvious to me that tlaésprteam hadn’t bothered teach the
music. The band was actually giving a performanoetdeading in worship. Almost all
of the music was written by the praise team leagmrsonally, | think it is very
important that you do a good variety of music st music by one composer. The
service began late because the band was stilligragtvhen it was time for the service
to begin. It is most important that the band befeservice on time so that means that
they have to finish practicing by at least 15 masubefore the service begins.

The offering was taken while the Minister begam sermon — very interesting. It
was definitely a church that knew what church wasua— it was obvious form their
bulletin and other things around the church thay thent people out to minister to the
world. The average age was probably around 40 y#drd hey were vibrant and alive —
not very welcoming but turned on to Christ andrtieistry from the pulpit was
definitely focused on “going out to the world anthiging people to Christ.”

4-6-03
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Well, today | visited a more Fundamental churchiclv | thought would have a
lot of exciting things happening. Guess what? Yano'tcalways be right. The service |
attended was one (9:30) of the two contemporamnjices—which, incidentally, was not
to well attended. | admit | was surprised. Thisrchithad a nice open sanctuary with
moveable chairs and lot’s of room between the roWwsw-nice. You don’t have to get
up every time someone wants to get out.

This was one of those churches where they obwdwal a beginning sound
person or one that had only worked with a rock baéedause all you could hear was the
bass drum and the bass guitar. The voices weresabotally obliterated. Some of the
congregations members tried to out shout the sbubhd was hard.

The service opened with the Praise Band, A bnassmble, a Praise Choir and a
three member singing group. As | have already dttte sound was so bad that you
couldn’t hear the voices at all. What a waste. dansas this song finished the choir and
the brass ensemble people left and the Praise &ahthe three singers stayed.

The service began 10 minutes after it was supptasbegin because the service
before ran too long. The pastor needed to rediiaethe service is running long and cut
down his sermon. This was one of the most boringises that | have attended—there
was not one moment of relaxation. There was notiome during the service that anyone
laughed. What a bore.

They did the communion Service before the sermamrespastors would balk at
this—it has to be after the sermon—I don’t know ®fhey at least had some exciting
music during communion in my opinion they did thesie backwards. It began quite
upbeat, but then they went to a slow soft songeltb begin soft and end with an upbeat
song to signify the resurrection. Oh well.

This pastor had the people stand during the scagb show honor the scriptures.
This is an interesting concept. This must be paiReformed Theology? Pastor stayed
behind the pulpit and read his sermon—pretty gaedgntation but too much in one
place.

5-4-03

This Sunday morning was another very interestiogning. This was a church
where the choir was out of town and many of theambers were out of town. This
church was one of the four largest churches irDiaaver area in the 1970’s and 1980’s,
but had only about 175 people in attendance thimimg. This service was touted as a
blended service, but it definitely wasn’t a Blendztvice—the only things that were
anything but Contemporary were a traditional hymmeeanpanied by the band and the
Doxology at the end—a cappella. This was a pedrample why the Lead Worshippers
should not close their eyes. This leader had hes elosed most of the time and missed
many words because he wasn't looking. That’s not ixthink your eyes should be open
but that is definitely a good reason. He, | guesss an ordained Pastor and had a hard
time shutting his mouth and letting us worshipang. He kept talking throughout each
of the songs.

They did include the announcements after the 3t@imusic session—I
appreciated that. They had a time of anointing withpeople came down front for
prayer and anointing with oil.
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| liked the message, it extolled the values ofrigwone another no matter how
they Baptize, take communion or anything elsekd that.

5-18-03

This morning | visited a church that has in thetgead a pastor who thought he
was pretty hot stuff. | got to this church and fdwut that they have a new pastor—what
a pleasant surprise. He was breath of fresh aiadkaowledged everyone, patted
everyone on the back for what they had done irséineice and really communicated with
the congregation. He used the entire platform ae &ent out into the congregation at
times. He asked the congregation questions thakpected them to answer and also
included laughter in his message.

| was greeted at the door and inside the sancthagyhad ushers to seat the
people. This is so important.

The service had a very good flow. The opened witinelude, then showed a
video of a ministry that one of the Sunday Schdméses had been involved in, (the only
problem was that the quality of the video was pdioeh they had about 20 minutes of
praise music, which included one traditional hymnyhich they transitioned from one
song to the next without any breaks which is thg Wi&ke it to flow. They did their
announcements on a video which is great idea,daibhdhe video was of poor quality

This seems to be a very healthy church—how gotekls. This is a very full-of-
life congregation that responded to the music tirsdeading and the pastors preaching
with praise, laughter and answered questions. @dssor, who is new, challenged the
congregation to get involved in their community amdact just announced the hiring of
a fulltime Pastor to be in charge of this ministry.

They used a variety of lighting effects throughth#t service and did it very well.

6-15-03

This Sunday was one of those rare opportunitiegistied a black church. And as
is usual with black churches they came dresseketditt, and they came prepared to
worship. My only problem was that | wasn’t (buthlosild have been) prepared for the
length of the service. It started (it was suppds¢at 10:45 and | left at 12:10 and the
preacher hadn’t even started his sermon yet. etegt having to leave.

To begin with they had many greeters at the doevdlcome you. They also had
people in the aisles to greet you—people with smgifaces that actually stayed there
until 11:45 because people were still enterindgpat ime. When the service began the
sanctuary was about half full, by 11:45 it was ptallg two thirds full. The majority of
the people in the sanctuary were seniors—not maaopger people.

They had all visitors fill out a visitor’'s card #sey came in and then introduced
them individually within the service. The visitdsemed to enjoy that.

They had a men’s choir today in honor of fathedy. The choir loft is on the
side of the sanctuary, which seems strange to utet is a fairly old sanctuary. There
was a lot of music in the service. The instrumeatatvas a Hammond organ, a piano, a
keyboard and a percussionist. They even includsztalar song by Luther Vandross.
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The choir sang a welcome song for the visitorsr&ehardly a time in the service when
there isn’t some background music. They sang @auktional hymn which the
congregation didn’t know and they didn’t do well.

The offering was very interesting—they had altha# people who pledge come
down first and put their pledge envelope in thewoiffg plate and then passed the plates to
the remainder of the congregation. They used #éimd,they stated it specifically before
the offering, to try to get one hundred percerthefmembers pledging. I'm not sure |
would agree with that.

| have to admit they do get with it in worship.dh actuality they probably get
more involved in their evening service than thearning service.

6-22-03

Today | visited another black Baptist Church agdia they had a real spirit of
Worship with a capital W. The interesting thing abib is that their choir was out of
town, they had a visiting instrumental group, iswéouth Sunday, and they had a guest
pastor but it still was an amazing service. Mositrches that have the leaders out of town
usually have the second string in for the servigifiyou are a visitor you usually
wouldn’t want to return the next Sunday—not here.

They did get started a little late and the usatd people came straggling in but
not as bad as in other black churches | have lmeermhe youth choir was well rehearsed
and sang beautifully. Here is another church thiadike the announcements were
important enough to the community to put them waitiie service.

It was interesting the way they did the visitareey had all visitors stand then
greeted them all individually but didn’t say whackaone was and then had the
congregation “give them a hug.” Very interesting.

The ushers weren't as formal as they have beether black churches that |
have visited, but they still were very welcoming.

They do get with it in worship. They didn’t haveusic behind the speakers, etc.
like other black churches have, only adding musib@end of the sermon.

The pastors didn’t wear vestments—they werenfoamal as some other black
churches.

7-13-03

Today | visited a United Methodist Church that teatio have a Blended Service
but it's obvious that they have no idea what a thehservice is. They should stick with
the Traditional Service until the find someone nows how to do a Blended Service! |
think they really desire to do a Blended Service diadl make a valiant effort at it but
they were totally unsuccessful. They had a “Praiss@m” (in quotes because there was a
guestion in my mid whether it was) that was forirtiénts and purposes “dead.” They
stood like robots with lifeless faces (with the eptton of two people) and sang music
that needed some energy. How sad! The piano accostpar the Praise Music had no
idea how to play this style of music. She playdikd it was classical. They did have a
drummer but he didn’t do much. The singers didnw how to sing music of this style,
and the microphone placement not good.
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They did greet me at the door but no one elseaaidrd to me except a person |
knew who saw me as | was leaving. He also saidttieathurch had become the
“Electronic Church” because they had to mike eveng. They did mic a duet of a
classical piece which didn’t need to be mic’d.

They had a good mix of ages in a full sanctuargbBbly seats 300 people. They
really tried to sing and the congregation did quitdl actually.

Another church with announcements at the beginniagleast they waited until
after the prelude —which was the Praise Team.

The pastor basically talked with his mouth cloaad was hard to understand. He
let his voice drop at the end of every phrase whielde it worse. He moved away from
the pulpit (yeah) but read his sermon from 8 1/2D¢aper, which he held. Too bad! His
sermon was trying to convince the people that tbee@iment should give everybody
everything—especially the poor. | think the Bib&gy/s that the church should take care of
the poor not the government. Maybe I'm wrong? Himle message was presented in a
very dour way; he never gave us a chance to lehawurdown. How depressing and
boring.

7-20-03

| visited a mainline church today. This is a fdgnchurch with people greeting
you at the front door and at the door of the saargtas well as inside the sanctuary. They
have ample parking for the people who are therab@gdsly 75-90) and for future growth.

Let’s talk about the service: They did the ann@ments at the beginning of the
service which left a number of people in the comityuout. The readings were to slow—
the people just about went to sleep while readiegt The hymns started out at a good
speed, but the praise team leader kept slowing th@am with his piercing, obnoxious
voice. It's too bad because the congregation watatedove them along. There were to
many unison readings in the service, which ruimedftow.

There were mostly older people in the congregatiith a few younger people.
Really a very friendly group but I'm not sure thayow why they are there. This is a
church that seems to have a pastor who is a dicdatbdoesn’t have anyone following
him.

8-3-03

This morning | visited a Church, which was fullpgople—probably 750 or
more, but they weren’t full of the spirit. They anea beautiful new sanctuary built a
little more than three quarter round. They hadrg ugeresting mix of people. There
were people of all ages and all colors. It wasragtng that the African Americans were
nicely dressed and the whites wore shorts, etc.

It was a one-hour service with a ten minute uniregpsermon. The Preacher read
the message, but with little if any feeling. Ther@s one Pastor greeting at the door and
no one else. There were ushers in some aislethéytveren't friendly. They didn’t even
have enough ushers to take the offering—peoplddpdss plates across the aisle.

The music was, to be blunt, awful. They had twodknsingers who had a hard
time not going flat. This is no doubt the worseldk ever heard. The accompanist for the
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most part was excellent. It was interesting thatglople left during the final hymn.
When the final hymn ended almost everyone was bilteoSanctuary.

A thing that caught me by surprise was the two pagedvertising in their
bulletin. | have to admit this is a first for méminot saying it is bad, but | have never
been to a church that had advertising in theirebiull

| felt no warmth here. No feeling that the SpifitChrist was even close to the
church, but there obviously are many people attenthis church. This was another
“Dead Church Walking.”

6-29-03

| visited my first Contemporary Service todaym going to visit Contemporary
Services at the more traditional churches to sest ey think a Contemporary Service
is. This is an interesting one. First of all thediBe Team” is mediocre at best. The
congregation never really got with the music. Thégh the music to low for the most
part and it is almost impossible to hear the siisg&ords. They really do try but they just
don’t understand what it is all about. The youngqiméno leads it is from a foreign
country and is very hard to understand.

The first major problem that | find with Contempoy Praise Teams is that they
are never ready to start when it is time. Theytetafive minutes late. | guess they want
to be “hip” — like the modern rock band that is ajs late. This group didn’t play
anything before the service, which | think is venportant. You need to play prelude
music for the people as they enter the sanctuary.

The singer’s voices are not indicative of theestyl music they are doing. They
need some pop voices—which they don’t have.

Another problem with many Praise Teams is that than’t know when to stop.
It's important that you get the feel of your congagon and stop the music even if you
haven't finished all of the songs that you havenp&d. | did like the way they went from
one song to the next—there was no break. Good flow.

Your praise team needs to at least look like threyative—all deadpan faces.

The drummer had a Plexiglas screen in front of iairmit didn’t help—his only
volume was loud.

You need to make sure that the words on the senegch the words that you are
singing.

I’m not sure that there is a reason for a serlkeethis if it's not going to appeal
to a different segment of the congregation. Theae avery small group of people here.
They need to move this service to a smaller roothraove into the sanctuary when the
number of people warrants a move.

8-10-03

Today | visited a church that has in the past [zeeery vibrant and alive
church—just as many churches have been. As | eéhtkesparking lot at about 10:25 for
a 10:30 service | noticed that there were onlylaahdozen cars there, which got my
mind moving. Why so few cars? Have they cancelentdi? Is the church dying? Or is it
already dead? | honestly hoped for the “closingcdhudea.” Well, I'm afraid that the
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church is dying. | was sorry to hear that. The ragef the day was confirming that and
trying to entice the congregation to forget abbetpast and look to the future where
there are possibilities of again spreading the thoews.” It actually was a very good
message—I'm not sure what the congregation thoaigbtit it, but it was direct and to
the point.

The first thing was the little old man who met before | went into the sanctuary.
| put my hand out to shake his and he said: “| tharaint to shake your hand, | want a
hug. Handshakes are for friends and hugs are fafyfand around here we are family.”
So | gave him a hug. As | entered the sanctuangcbentered the pastor at the door—he
shook my hand, welcomed me and gave me a bulletii ent on in. There were about
fifteen people in the sanctuary, which probablydsdlvo hundred people, which led me
to believe that the church was dying. | openediiiketin and found out that this service
was the Contemporary Service—well what a surp@sethe sign out front it says:
Services 9:00 and 10:30 with no indication as tatdach service is. Generally when |
see a sign that doesn't tell you what kind of sssithey are you generally think that
they are Traditional. Well | stayed to find out wiaas going to happen. It is so
important that you put the type of service that goel doing on your sign so people will
know and it may attract more visitors. (Truth irvadising you know.)

As is typical with Contemporary Services theytatdidate. Why does this always
have to be true? What's wrong with the contempofaligs that won'’t allow them to start
on time? The praise team consisted of five singsre,who played guitar, and a sound
person who played CD’s. It really worked out wélhe accompaniment didn’t drown out
the singers—how refreshing. Actually, the singefsnesang fairly well. They weren’t
great but not bad. They didn’t understand how g &n the style of the music but they
did sing in tune. They weren't very exciting to alatin fact they were boring to watch.
They had the singers back at the back of the phatfeyou need to put them as close to
the congregation as you can. The pastor stood dmmnhright next to the congregation
why not the singers?

There were a good variety of ages in the serjise not many of each. They
didn’t give the visitors any idea about registering

8-17-03

How interesting it is to go to a Contemporary Segwvat a church that is
traditionally traditional. It's alwaysbvious that they have no idea what a Contemporary
Service really is and what should happen in a copteary service. First of all this
church was no different than 90% of the churchasIthave visited—there was no one
to greet you even at the front door of the chuiidte lady who gave me a bulletin did say
hello, but not another soul said a word to meestéred the sanctuary. There were
probably seventy five people in attendance andrthgrity of them were fifty and over.
There were a few younger people—maybe seven ot.eigh

The Senior Pastor was dressed in his suit andhie young lady who preached
did so from down front, and the pastor also didgheouncements from down front.
There was not much joy in this service althougly tthiel ask for prayers for “Praise the
Lord’s and the hurting which was good.
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The Women’s Association is still strong in thisuoth. They had a presentation —
six ladies all at least sixty, which wasn’t bad blithey did was tell what they did with
their money not if anyone was brought to Chrisbtigh the missions that they supported.

The service: As usual in a traditional church vé@tG@ontemporary Service when
11:15 came (the service time) there was no ongt 0 begin the service. At 11:17 the
Praise Team Leader came up front and motioned td Hie service leaders to come over
to the side where they had prayer. The servicerbagal:20. the Praise Team made up
of four ladies in their 40’s and up with synthesiaecompaniment lead the congregation
in singing two choruses—not one’s | had ever sdeeard before with the words in the
bulletin not on a screen. You don’t need to haseraen but it does help when you want
to change anything in the service like they evdiyuld. There was only one of the four
ladies who even looked interested and she waspthang to speak of. All of the music
was pitched to low for congregational singing anthwhe exception of one they were
not even good melody wise for the congregationrg.Oh well?

After the songs the Pastor did the announcemeatsjery well—he read them
and even stumbled over that. Now we have the peedundl begin a somewhat traditional
service. A responsive reading and then some maisd’Eongs—not the ones in the
bulletin—one from the hymnal and one that was alfanPraise Song to me but not to
them—so it was quite difficult without the wordsh& worst part of it was that they
accompanied and sang the Praise Song like traditlgomns. How sad!!

It was interesting to me that they hardly eved $he word Jesus in the service it
was usually God or Lord. Very Interesting!!

Well to be honest this morning | attended anotherrch that is one of the
“Walking Dead” and they don’t even know it. Wherllwhey ever learn?

8-24-03

| visited a church that | have been to quite oftethe last 2 years and nothing has
changed. The Pastor does preach a good messageedrétadhallenge the congregation
to go out and preach the Gospel to the world, buddes challenge them to have Christ
in their hearts. That's better than nothing. Heddlabout them going to the baseball
game the night before and had an opportunity tdleringe them to cheer this morning
like they did last night, but he didn’t. Too bad.

The special music at the offering was barely oktbe singers literally never
looked at the congregation. How sad! That's the oeason they are there is to lead the
congregation and if they don’t look at the peoplevare they singing to then what have
you accomplished?

8-31-03

Today'’s church was interesting for a number ofoea. First, it was Southern
Baptist and my idea about a Southern Baptist Chigrttnat it will definitely be an
exciting service. Well it wasn’t. Second, it waasbd on all of the other churches, a
warm and inviting church. The congregation was weejcoming at the greeting time.
Third, when the service was on the people basieadiyt to sleep. I'm not sure they
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heard anything the pastor said. The music dirdetall of the hymns die. The choir was
far less than good. The pianist, a very old ladyp wias far past her prime, was not good
and she sang the offertory solo. Out of the 13 |geiopthe choir there were only two
who looked like they might be alive, the remaindere basically dead. Fortunately the
choir did their anthems with taped accompanimertheg didn’t have to endure the
accompanist. Even as bad as the choir was thermgtacknowledged them.

One thing that did impress me was that the pastore to talk to me as a visitor
before the service began. That's a first. Thereevisn teenagers who saw me and
welcomed me before | got to the building—which wase. There was no one to greet
me at the door. They did have a fairly good miagés in the congregation, so there is
something to build on.

The sermon: First of all the sermon was to lor@rtbnutes) because he included
too much—and there was too much repetition. Fdamse he read 22 examples of
scripture about prayer from Acts, which became rnmggess after a while. He could
have read a few examples and said that there amei® examples just in Acts, and it
would have accomplished more that what reading thkeid. It was a very worthwhile
and meaningful sermon but it was so long that leytiine he got to the end the
congregation had forgotten what it was about. Rresyeery important but don’t
embarrass the congregation by inferring that tretydoing it, that won’t get them to do
it. The pastor said that getting the church to peaging church was one of his goals at
the beginning of the year. Maybe that was one afggdut from his message he hadn’t
accomplished his goal. My guess is that he somdtamim’t really sold that idea to the
congregation. This is an important question whayao need to do to sell your
congregation on your vision or your goals?

The music director seems like a nice fellow buhbeds to find out what the
purpose of the music is, and that presenting th&iamith a little bit of excitement can
provide the congregation the spark that they needally get involved in the music and
worship.

Generally speaking this was a “Dead Church WalKing

9-7-03

How sad to go to this Church and have betweeraBd0600 people there with
maybe 200 from the church and the remainder wesitows for an anniversary
celebration. This is a church that at one time dadry active membership of over 4000
members—they are on their second pastor sinceatenal team that built the church
left and they are now down to under 700 members awerage attendance of 400 for
two services. It's obvious that the two pastor idltlowed have taken the church down
memory lane back to the numbers they had befonetgrpastor arrived. This was the
Sunday of the 40anniversary celebration. There was life here tdulzyit was only the
former members who were here for the anniversaiylitought the life. All of the music,
led by the music director, was too slow. The paanspn who was changing the screen
for the lyrics was late changing every time. Itistjanother “Dead Church Walking,” and
I’'m not sure they are walking—they may just be dmnagv Oh well life does go on.
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9-14-03

This church was not easy to find. It was off af thain drag on a dirt road. There
needs to be a sign down by the road so peoplé&molv where to turn. The reason |
found it was because | saw it from down the road.

There were many good things happening here todag thas lots of energy
throughout. The pastor has very energetic andiegqitresentation; most of the people in
the vocal ensemble actually look excited. | waetge at the outside door but when | got
to the Sanctuary door the lady giving out bulletiress otherwise occupied and finally
noticed that | was there and gave me a bulletier@lvas no one inside sanctuary to
help. A praise band was playing the prelude? Wiyt played was a jazz improvisation
which | normally enjoy, but what they played was wery interesting. Oh, on the third
tune they finally play a tune that is familiar.@ngésting the drummer is in a fiberglass
cage but it is right in a place that’s like a shileé sound just goes straight into the
sanctuary, and makes it quite loud. The lady wiay$the piano, the music director, is a
banger when she plays with the praise team; shidsrteeback off a little. When the
praise team singers sang you couldn’t hear therdrilmas were too loud.

I’'m not sure where they got their praise songstiey all sounded the same and
were not fun to sing. They also had them pitchetbaathat they were hard to sing. They
had a children’s choir sing and they did ok buytekeouted everything. The director
doesn’t know how to get them to sing properly. Their sang a song that was basically
a two part arrangement—there were 31 people ichbé and they were pretty good, but
they also shouted everything. Director directedham up and down feeling so there was
no flow. But they weren’t bad.

They didn’t greet visitors at any time. Nor diéyhpass the pew pads.

The sound was not bad, but sometime late witlwibrels on the screen and
turning on microphones.

9-21-03

Wow, a Lutheran Church that uses wine for Commuiniovouldn’t miss that. |
was greeted by one person who was walking dowstties as | came in and the person
who gave me a bulletin sort of greeted me. Thedahbas a beautiful sanctuary with a
lifeless service. The pastor seemed like maybedsnivalive. When he preached he
basically read the message and literally hardly eaked up from his script. His was a
thirteen minute message filled with interestinguiipots and ideas. There were four
children in the sanctuary and probably 75 peommfb5 and up. An associate pastor
came into the platform area and knelt and prayéar&d¢he service began—I though that
was a good sign.

They sang a number of choruses that were congpegdy unsingable—it’s just
too important to have the congregation sing songed to have songs that are singable.
The problems were that there were too many widesskoo many words to fit into a few
notes, etc. Those songs were just too difficulting.
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They had a teenage boy read the scripture anditgude well. Too many
churches are excluding the youth from their sesuiddis was another one of those
services where it was sit, stand, sit, stand, youtdelieve how tired | got of that.
9-29-03

Today is church number 50 in two years—can yowelelithat? Regretfully, it's
not much different than most of the others churdhesse gone to. There were three men
who greeted me at the door, but from then on | Wwasmy welcome. | did force one man
to speak to me and shake my hand out side of thesdut that was all. In the service a
few people greeted me at the greeting time butlaatbecause | went to them.

This was the 9:30 service and they had a totallgdéople in the sanctuary
including the pastor, the music minister, the maeam (band included), an associate
pastor and the congregation. Wow, this is a chthrahis building. It looks like they have
plenty of room to grow right here to me. Oh welf.We build, they will come?” Most of
the people were my age (60’s) and older.

The praise team was a 70’s Peter, Paul and Magpgsdich was really quite
good but if this is what they use for all servitesy will never draw any young people.
They did use lay people to pray in the service—¢ddbre were three men and three
women, piano, acoustic guitar, trap set, congassame type of synthesizer.

The sign on their fence says “New service at 98t | understand that this
service has been around for awhile? Originallysilga said “9:30 service” which led me
to believe that that was the only service—they gedrthat sign which was good.

They had pre-service music listed in the bulletih the only pre-service music
that they had was a pianist practicing on a piécausic for the service—that was not
pre-service music! The service began at 9:30 amcktivere only a handful of people
there. The Praise Team was just wondering arountksasly or talking to each other.

The one thing that | noticed was that the peopbeigint their Bibles and used
them. They did the announcements within the serf@ctually at the end of the service)
which | appreciate.

They had a good mixture of songs tempo wise angdign’t kill any songs by
singing them to slow.

This church was not much different than all of tiieers | have attended—they
think they are doing well because they are so $piective that everything looks good to
them.

10-5-03

Well another church that has a lot going for it ey have so much more against
them that they will just trudge along feeling litteey are doing well. Getting into the
parking lot is a trick—there are three churches tiaave the same entrance into the
parking for their respective parking lots so thas de tricky. No one in the parking lot
spoke to me but the person who gave me the buBatthhello—he made me go to him
to get the bulletin but he did say hello. There agelcome table just inside the front
door but there was no one at it so you couldn’taaskquestions. The people were busy
talking to each other and weren't available to tallther people.
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This was the contemporary Service which was sdeddo begin a 11:09—this is
an interesting concept to begin at an odd hoursangetimes it works. Not many people
in the service (about 75) and they, with the exoepdf the high school kids, were pretty
dead, but there were a number of young people pfdise team was a 70’s Praise Team
with two acoustic guitars, a piano, a synthesiadrap set and 5 singers of all ages. They
don’t have any idea what Contemporary Music is laow it should be performed.

The songs were okay but the ranges were not goloely-were too low. This was
another traditional service that was masqueradsng @ontemporary Service. They
included responsive reading, etc. Incidentallydheir sang for the Communion Service
which was a nice touch. After the worship leadd&edsany first time visitors to stand
(incidentally | didn’t stand) and no one did hedsdWe like that.” That worries me a lot.

10-12-03

Wow, a church that has its act together. The pte@e for the most part was
excellent, the preaching was excellent—the enéreise had a worshipful flow. |
actually went to a church that was up-to-date diogdvad me to worship. The preacher
preached about building community, but they didgdheouncements at the beginning
before the entire congregation was in the sanctwemch did trouble me a little. He
asked the people if the wall was the church, opthes were the church or if people are
the church and built his message around that ldegqreached from memory and moved
around—there were a number of times where the pdapbhed and verbally responded
which was good—an excellent presentation.

| was not greeted by anyone except when a pemedead in my pew and during
the greeting time. Even then | generally had tooginem. Mostly the people were
greeting their friends. A lady outside one of tl@is was helping some visitors find
where their children should go to Sunday school.

Interesting how they categorize their serviceB08M Service (A more
traditional service), 10:30 (A more contemporanyee).

10-28-03

Today Tke Phantom Pow Sizter (s)Were two young ladies. The first thing they did wa#

the church on Sunday morning hoping to get some &frdirections from a live person

or on a message machine. There were no directiotiseomachine so they left with a
slight idea of the direction. They found the builglicoming from the south and were still
not sure if they had the right place because filogrstreet the most predominant sign was
a Spanish congregation sign. They did park indhamd found their way toward the

front door. As they approached the building they geeeters handing out bulletins so
they now felt like they were in the right place.

The greeters and everyone they met were verydiyelVhen they got near the
door, there were two gentlemen outside greetingy #sked for their names and
wondered if they were first time visitors. One demtan, who they later found out was
the head pastor, asked them about Sunday schotheddook us to the classroom and
introduced them to two ladies who were alreadyehkle was stopped a couple of times
on the way there, and he was always good abowidunting them to whoever stopped to
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talk with him. He always remembered their names @dy even hugged them. Once in
the classroom, he told us that the teacher ofles evas the choir director and that
several of the members of the class were in the,cdnad they would be there as soon as
choir practice was over. The two ladies in thesriagm were very friendly. They both
chatted with them. When the teacher arrived hetbaitthey had had technical problems
that they had to resolve. They felt that the ctidsa good job of making them feel
welcome and encouraged them to participate inldssc..

After class no one offered to take them to theweary or sit with them. Too bad.
Most of the people in the class were in the choithey sat on the platform. ... There
were probably 200 to 250 people in the service nBlieugh we were in the middle of a
large city they felt like they were in an old-fashéd country church. The worship
service was mostly hymns. They only did one worshiprus and it was an older one.
Worship was pretty formatted. Everyone stood windash o stand, there was no clapping
or anything like that, but everyone did seem t@sin

The only “specials” ... that morning were the chenid a piano soloist. The choir
anthem was in style of a hymn probably 10 years old

The people were invited to greet those around thedif there were any visitors
they were to make them feel welcome. We had atl&ds 20 people introduce
themselves to us. The pastor even brought hisaviée and introduced her—he even
remembered our names. While | felt that everyong gemuinely friendly, | felt a little
overwhelmed with that many people coming over aidbducing themselves. | wasn’t
sure if they just didn’t get many visitors or what.

The message itself was long, about an hour. Méybst felt long because it's
been a while since I've been in a church that hatithuch time devoted to the sermon. |
really detected a lot of legalistic standards smdg@rmon. ... Surprisingly most people
seemed to stay awake—the only people that | really nodding were elderly. ... | also
noticed that while not very many people fell asldbpre were some who were
distracting themselves in other ways, flipping thgb hymnals or their Bibles. This part
of the service too reminded me of a very old fasbibchurch—pastor speaking up front,
congregation quietly and reverently listening. Ehemas no lay involvement until the end
of the service when an elder went forward to disrtt& congregation in prayer.

The Phantom Pew Sitter said: “My overall impressi@s that it was a very
friendly church, but very old fashioned. Had | bédindfolded and dropped into the
building | would have guessed that | was in somalkraral area and most likely many
years back in time. | found it hard to believe thathurch like that existed in present time
in a major city.”

1-3-04

Today | went to what the Denver Post recentlyecidin Emerging Church--I'm
not sure what’s emerging. It wasn't any differdran any other contemporary church.
They began with 10 minutes of prelude from theder&dand. Then three praise songs,
announcements, introduction of the preacher fodtheand ended with one praise song
as the offertory and two more praise songs. Themtyjprobably 95% of the people
were 40 and younger and were not very friendly.yTteed coffee and rolls in the
sanctuary. WOW! The people didn’t sing becausesthand was so loud that they
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couldn’t hear themselves. The praise team—thregessnand a band of four—were quite
good. The church meets in an old mainline churdetsery and has four services a week
(8:30, 10:00, 11:15 and 6pm) and the mainline dntnas one service on Sunday
mornings at 9:30.

It was very sad to see the old people from thenhme church leaving as the
people from the Emerging church came in, but thatiat happens when you don't listen
to the Lord. This is a difficult changing of theagd. The building is landlocked and has
two small parking lots that will hold about 30 cafte sanctuary is very drab and dark,
but the Emerging church tries to change that fgehith paintings and lights that they
bring in for the services. It's too bad that thekkpeople in the mainline church can’t
see the handwriting on the wall and become a pahinew church.

1-11-04

Today | am visiting an interesting mainline chutbht is actually quite boring.
They have everything that happens in the servicggat in the bulletin. The pastor sang
the responses-he wasn’t bad but he is not somewnald like to listen each Sunday.
The people sang but they were not very excited being there—they new the music
(they’ve probably sung it a thousand or more tinsesjhey sang. There was no choir just
a pianist who played a solo for the offertory. Thiss not very interesting for a visitor.
They did some music during the service that only the words in the bulletin which was
fine for the members because it was obvious tleat kimew the song, but it was not good
for a visitor. There was a good mixture of ages atarge number of children. The
sanctuary is in three quarter round with moveahbkars which is good for a church on
the move. Lot’s of thing going on in the churcht basically things for the people not
ways to get the people out to minister to the world

1-18-04

Today | visited a very interesting mainline churdhone time in its history it
was a very successful church. Currently it trielotik like a successful church but is
slowly dying. It looks like the pastor is just wadg to retire and hoping the church will
survive until then. He seems to be close to that(agmewhere in his 60’s). The
congregation probably numbered 150 to 175 and 9B%tem were in their 60’s. The
choir numbered 52 (which is great) and a large ntgjof them were 60 and older. They
did well --all of the music was classical. The mamas on the wrong side of the choir
and with the lid up the congregation could hearatl but the choir couldn’t.

They have parking problems—there isn’t much. Ttaythe sound system to hot
for the most part. The sound in the sanctuary veag similar to a cathedral sound and
was somewhat echoy which is not generally whatumger congregation is looking for.
This church seems like a very active church ddegrtormal mainline church thing—
ministering to social concerns. The pastor cramen2@ minute sermon into 12 minutes.
He put both elbows on the pulpit with his mouth @tk inches from the microphone and
read his message faster than | have ever hearcharmyany life. The message was good,
but it was socially oriented. This was and inténgsplace, but not a very friendly and
what | saw would not entice a visitor to come agart week.
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1-25-04

This was a very interesting church to attend. Thege full of energy--the youth
praise team lead in worship and except for thetfeadtthey needed a little direction in
stage presence they did well. The sound persomlactan the sound so loud that if you
were in the congregation you couldn’t hear yourselging, which is usually a problem.
The sanctuary was full at the beginning, but whenadhildren left there were many open
seats—they had a large group of children. The yguthp kids helped with the message
which was interactive between them and the pastibreabeginning. He had them out in
the congregation and he was there also which gotaéhgregation involved. He also
used a Power Point Presentation to demonstratddas—this was good.

One problem was that the lot was full when | caané no one to help me find a
parking spot. Also, the only person who spoke tovas the person who gave me the
bulletin. I'm afraid that they have fallen intoat and are only concerned about
themselves. This is a church that could be turmedral quickly.

2-8-04

This was an interesting church and service. Agashurch with probably 90%
older people—very few young people. The pastor evdf town so we got a
replacement who preached a 50 minute sermon. lowaag but to long. | didn’t receive a
greeting when | came in the door. The drummer cdoven the center aisle and greeted
me as he went past—that was good. | did have ors®pgreet me at the greeting time.
He told me a little about the church and invitedtméellowship time and Sunday school.
They had a good drummer, bassist and keyboardishbypraise team was awful. It was
obvious that they didn’t want to be there. Actudhgy all had good voices but there
stage presence was absolutely awful. The praise ted 30 minutes of music which was
devastating. The praise singing reminds me whykhech is dead. They had a problem
with the sound system on the last song and didt'ttgvorked out until after they
finished. They never said anything about visitorsrewhen they said to greet those
around you. This is a church that is dead and dolsow it. This is a church that
changed their name but not who they were so thegtdl dead.

2-22-04

| went back to the church | visited on the 8th ¢éauhthe senior pastor. | again didn’t
receive much of a greeting going in or going otiiefe was no greeting of visitors during
the service, not even when the pastor told thelpdopreet each other. He had a bit in
the bulletin about how to recognize personalitresiftheir sneeze and told the people to
find out how other people sneezed. The church waiseabit fuller this time, but they

just had more “old” people. The praise team wasangtbetter than the last time, but the
band included more musicians and they were verg gbbe choir (16 people) sat in the
front three pews and went up into the choir lofsiteg the offertory. Oh, and by the way,
when the choir got into the loft they were in tlald You couldn’t see any faces. They
were about average. The director directed withtarband had no idea how to direct a
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spiritual. First of all to direct a spiritual yoe®d your hands not a baton. Interestingly,
immediately after their anthem they had a timepieedk to people around you and the
choir left, got out of their choir robes and sathie congregation.

The service began with announcements and thelrtiise Team sang for 30
minutes with a prayer in the middle. Then we werpriayer and the choir and then the
sermon and ended with a hymn. This pastor needsito on his sermon presentation.
He shouted at the congregation for the entire tideedid allow for some interaction with
the congregation which was good and he had some @adio visual things before and
during his message, but his shouting presentatasnet something | would want to go
to every Sunday. There was no music before thecsejust dead silence. A number of
churches do this. Why? Even a CD is better thahingt

2-29-04

Wow, what fun to go to a church that has somedlifd understands what it means
to be a Christian. There were people in the lotliggj traffic, people at the front door
greeting you, people at the doors of the sanctgiargg you a bulletin and greeting you,
and ushers in the aisles greeting you and helpogfind a seat. They had a number of
visitor parking spaces at the front of the parlitg There were speakers in the parking
lot playing Christian music. The choir includedg&ople, but they were basically
window dressing. They only sang with the Praisentea the offertory. We began with
20 minutes of praise music and continued with prayel announcements (good to hear
the announcements when the people are there instelae very beginning when at least
a third of the people are not in the sanctuary. yiéte ushers actually stayed in the aisles
throughout the sanctuary until after the offertbeyping people find seats. The choir also
left after the offertory. They video tape the seevand show it live on the screens in the
sanctuary.

They had a room specifically for visitors to g&formation. There was a coffee
shop with donuts available in the narthex. Theisergnded with a very laid back alter
call. Even though this church is considered a fametgtal church they really minister in a
very non-judgmental way. This was a very exciting anlightening service.

3-7-04

Too bad! Today | visited another church that iaddland doesn’t know it. Well
maybe they do but they sure aren’t admitting iteyrare still in the dark ages in their
service. There were about 100 people in the sancmastly old with a few young
couples mixed in. The music was old, the style aldsand the church building and
service were cold. This was a downtown church whiteésehard to build and grow, but
you need to do something or close your doors and geur people to churches that are
alive.

3-14-04

This was a church that had a lot of life. It istba outer edge of the downtown
area and the church was full. Going by the 80% thig were well over 80% full. They
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have plenty of parking including the parking lot@ss the street. They were not overly
friendly as | went into the building. They wereitdd more friendly within the service.
The congregation was filled with mostly young peof0 and below). As usual (in
churches with praise teams) the praise team m#teoplatform at 10:30 sharp (the
service time) and began discussing something—ragtipy, but discussing something in
the music. Then they took a few minutes to do aadaeck for a violin. This should
have been finished before the service began. Oh leltoo bad that this is what praise
bands are known for—never starting on time.

The service itself and the congregation were aéixe. There was a wonderful
spirit in the sanctuary. You could hear the congtieg sing because the sound was
“reinforced” and not “sound blaster"—how nice. Thagluded many of creative ideas in
the band sound and in the service. For the offettery had a dance group pantomime to
a recording—well done. They seem to be communignéed—they are having a
celebration for the local high school basketbahtehe next day—they are the state
champs. They are very hands church in missionswibkin the community and
worldwide. Used a video to promote a short termsiaisand Power Point, but the
people running the Power Point were not very witiihe pastor read his message—he
is very fidgety, and is not easy to watch. Theyuded an alter call. They are obviously
growing.

3-28-04

Well, today | visited another church that wouldoimve the kingdom of God on
earth greatly if they closed their doors and enaged their members to go to churches
that are alive and ministering for Christ. The $aacy was cold and so was the
atmosphere. This is a church that is probablylalfk and half white. The Senior Pastor
is black and seems like a very bright potentiatgradut he doesn’t have much to work
with. The organ prelude was generally well donertmitreally worshipful. It was
women'’s Sunday so only the ladies of the choir satigy were about average but the
anthem they sang was far less than average fohvworEhe person at the door welcomed
me but not another person did until the greetingetiBoth the senior pastor and the
associate pastor greeted people within five fee@before the service but neither one
greeted me. Oh well. They did ask first time visstto stand and they gave them a gift.
The sanctuary probably seats 600 people and thene pvobably 150 to 200 people there
and they were all spread out. They had a recepfioew members but they had no one
to receive. They did mention that they had one@ejsined in the first service as an
associate member.

Everything was very bland—no excitement at alhakdbell choir played (they
were very good) all dressed in black—how depresdihg sound was AWFUL—we had
feedback with everyone who spoke. That's hard @rn@ne’s ears. The women'’s
association officers were installed—average agbaily 70. This is where women’s
associations have gone. They are for all practiogboses dead. There were probably 15
children in the sanctuary—that was good. The hatosl kids did a skit and did it quite
well but the youth director had to announce it telldus what it was and not let us see it
and decide for ourselves—too bad. The pastor ditbat message reflecting on the high
school skit and did well. The message was shorsam®t and was away from the pulpit.
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The choir sat in the congregation and sang fronstées and it took them to long to get
in place. The choir was about average but the nassicsual was old and hackneyed. The
service seemed totally unorganized—it looked likeone had talked to anyone else
including the pastor and his wife.

4-18-04

This church is one of the reasons that the Conbeanp service gets such a bad
name. This was by far the worst | have ever sdémweént as a visitor with the intention
of returning if it met my needs it would only tatkee first five minutes in the service for
me to decide that | didn’t want to be there thehalone come back later. This was a
traditional service in the veil of a contemporagywsce. It was obvious that no one there
knew what a contemporary service was. The pragma tghich consisted of three guitars,
one bass, a trap set and one extra singer was aéthice but it was obvious that they
didn’t know why. Actually they weren’t bad instruntalists but it was like taking a
garage band and making them the praise team. Tdebypdidea what to do. The group
with some proper training could probably eventudityokay. The lead guitarist had an
okay voice but as far as | could tell no one etsthne group should sing by themselves.
The drummer could have been gone for the morninignaone would have ever
known—nhe was non-existent most of the time. Noniefgroup knew anything about
mic technique which for this type of group is Migamportant. It was also obvious that
the sound person didn’t understand sound reinfoecgéand couldn’t keep up with the
changes of words on the computer which made iicditffor the congregations to sing.
In all honesty | felt like | was sitting around anepfire singing songs with the middle
school youth group.

Let’s talk about the rest of the service: Even miiee service is led by lay people
it is important that it run smoothly, becauseainh a visitor that day | want to see what
you do and see if it will appeal to me. There wathimg within before or after the
service that would entice me to come back to thigch. The lay speaker was by far the
worst thing | have ever experienced in a churchmyf size. He needs some mentoring
before he ever speaks again. His prayer was n@pedyall. To me this service was like
going to a Rotary Club meeting except the Rotayp@heeting would be more exciting.
First of all | arrived early to watch the peoplattivent into the 9:30 service and they
were about 90%-60 and above. | would bet thatse alie of the earlier service. When |
went into the 11:00 service | was not greeted by person—I had to go and find my
own bulletin and | was one of approximately 35 peapho attended the service—
including the speaker and the lay leader. The pgrlat was about 60% full and as far as
| could tell there were no visitor parking spacewvisitors would have to park quite a
way from the church. The narthex was filled withrgokind of book sale so it was like
going through a maze just to get in and still ne talked to me. When | go to church like
this | totally understand why the church is dying.

5-16-04

| visited a 10:30 contemporary service today etach where | had visited a
traditional service a few weeks ago. This servies wot a “contemporary” service, it
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was not even a “blended” service, it was an ikdbhattempt at a “blended” service. It is a
traditional service masquerading as a “contempbdm@aryblended” service. Who did they
develop this service for? 85% of the people inratéerce were either close to retirement
age or older and that is not usually the age tbatsfart a service like this for. | dressed
for a “contemporary” service with no tie and | fetidressed. If young people came to
this service they would feel out of place becaddb@people’s attire.

Just out of curiosity | wonder if the pastor wotd#te off his robe for this service
and become a real person. That is the first tHiagwill need to happen before anything
happens in this service. He was the same deadrpanher that he was when | visited
this churches regular service when he had justrretlfrom a mission trip and he was
“tired.” What was his excuse today? It is perfectkay to smile and even laugh during a
church service. | firmly believe that God is upHeaven wondering what He created
when he looks at our “lifeless” services. The dneg about being a Christian is that we
are given a complete and exciting “NEW LIFE” whyt mse that new life to bring people
to a new understanding of Christ? If unchurchea-8bristians come into our worship
services they leave saying “Why would | want toabeart of that?” and | don’t blame
them.

One thing | would do with this service is block tfe last 10 pews and make the
people move to the front. This makes it a moremate service and allows for a more
personal touch.

| thought that it was interesting that they hadifay chairs on the platform
instead of the regular service chairs for the petpkit on—I take it this is for a
contemporary look?

Let me go through my entire time there:

1. When | arrived the parking lot was full and fiaed at 10:20. That is a major problem.
Granted they don’'t have many spaces to begin witihay need to find other places for
people to park or have someone guiding traffic.

2. Not a single person even looked at me as | ethtentil | got to the sanctuary door and
there it was an older retired couple—at a “conterapd or “blended” service at the
door? Where are the young people?

3. The praise team needs to be updated immedidiedye were a couple of people who
tried but they just don’t understand what theytheze for—to lead in worship. The
organist at the piano plays fairly well but is aisly a classical keyboardist trying to
play contemporary music. This could improve withining. They might as well have not
had the guitar since they didn’t play anything \warile and the mic on the guitar
wasn’t loud enough to hear anything anyway. Tharomer was okay but he could use
some help also. Now the singers: it started out withen during the service they lost
one, then added two and eventually the one whddfadarlier returned—what is that all
about? They had three mics which were all in fafrthe females and were useless; there
was no sound from them as far as | could tell. 3dwnd people need to understand what
“sound reinforcement” means. One of the peoplééngroup was old enough that she
couldn’t get up and come down to take communioru Kieow that | am old and | have
nothing against older people but for a service yoatwant to appeal to the young you
have to be aware of these problems and make soamges in personnel.

4. When | arrived they had just begun the choraselsl wasn't sure if the congregation
was supposed to sing or not from the way they \we=@ing. Incidentally, I'm not sure
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that the congregation knew either. It was obviausié that someone had aired the
concern about to much repetition so they did eaxhance and finished. The problem
was that the congregation would almost begin tg amd the song would end. | usually
sing a chorus three times minimum and more accgrgimow the congregation is doing.
The pianist got up to introduce some of the sonigfs avcurt title and sat down and began
playing. If that is all he is going to say he woblel better off saying nothing. The group
did come out into the congregation during one sehigh did help some. The reason that
churches use words on the screen is so the pedpleok up instead of down at the
hymnal or bulletin. The big problem here is that gnaise team also continually looked
at the bulletin and not into the eyes of the cogatien. Leading in worship means that
you look at them as a leader does. Don't close ggas or constantly look at the

bulletin. This means that the praise team nee#dladw the music. The music doesn’t
need to be memorized but it needs to be familiginéon. Music could be on stands so
they don’t have anything in their hands excepta mi

5. From the beginning choruses we went into a ftiathl” service. There was nothing
“contemporary” or even "blended” about it. The pastid do his message from down
front with minimal notes instead of behind the piwghich | appreciated. Even with the
traditional service order there was no flow to $keevice. They need to get rid of the
Liturgy and allow some freedom in the service.

5-23-04

Went back to an Emerging church to hear the sgrastor who | didn’t get to hear the
first time | went—too bad—he wasn'’t there againaypdNo one even noticed me as |
entered except one person who needed to use th@bat and asked me if | was in line.
| had to get my own bulletin out of a box and tvemple talked to me during the greeting
time. Oh well so much for the new emerging chufidie praise band was different this
time: they had two guitars, one violin, one celhol@ahree singers—no percussion. The
voices were so loud that you couldn’t hear yoursilf so the congregation didn’t sing
very much. They had some paintings on the wallwee really interesting. The lighting
and candles make for an interesting effect. It weeresting that the leader talked about
people parking in front of peoples homes and iiir theéveways and that the neighbors
were angry. It was nice to see people with Bibtes actually knew where to find
scripture.

6-26-04

Today | went to a growing ministering church—geththey minister only to
their own. No one greeted me at the door—I hadskotlae lady at the door for a bulletin
because she was busy talking to someone else ahlceugry (which probably holds 150
people—five services a weekend) was full—actuallgriowing so the 80% principal
was out the window. | think the church is buildingitey currently worship in a strip
mall. The preacher for the day—the associate past@s excellent. He included what |
think is the most important thing you can includeiimessage and that was laughter. He
also made some very salient points—good stuff. Thigch has a lot going for it but
they need to begin to look outward instead of kptalward. They need some help on the
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sound. The nice thing was that they didn’t blow peeple out but all you could hear was
the lead singer and his guitar. They had an extefleummer who used electronic drums
but you could hear him. | actually wore a suit whio one else did and no one came to
greet me knowing that | was a visitor—OH WELL!!! i§lwas a very young
congregation. They took the offering while the pleer began his message—very
strange. Lot’s of possibilities.

8-15-04

Today | visited a church for the second time. Thaye just moved into a new sanctuary
and | get to hear their pastor preach. The firsetl went they were just beginning
construction on their new sanctuary. It is nowdim@d and they have gone from three
services to one service. It's obvious that they (@ready should have) soon begin
another service. The church was virtually full. geeking lot was probably 90% full
when | arrived.

It looks like they have some exciting ministriegppening and they are not just
for them but for people in the community. For imsta they have an English as a second
language class and interestingly enough they alecgéted in an area where there are
many if any people living that speak other langsaddey said that they had around 100
people attending. What an exciting community owtnea

The sanctuary is beautiful, well planned—excepthe choir loft which is too
small—only hold 35 people. The sound was excelgit was managed very well. | was
disappointed in the music director until | found be was a substitute. Hopefully the
regular one is better. Again—not a very friendiygregation. One thing that | felt was
good was that there were no Bibles in the pewbses@éople have to carry their own—
wow that is a novel idea. The pastor was excelldistmessage was memorized and he
presented it with a lot of energy, pizzazz and ey Wow—another novel idea. The
choir was basically dead—there were only two ladigisof the 30 that looked like they
were alive.

8-22-04

Today | visited the contemporary service at a radiyrtraditional church today.
Actually | was quite pleased in a number of waysstfof all | was pleasantly greeted at
the door of the building and at the door of thectaary. | also had a lady in the sanctuary
introduce herself and ask if | was a visitor. Steswery pleasant. This is one of only a
half a dozen churches where | have had this hap@W! Maybe there is some life left
out there in the Christian community? The servies Wasically a contemporary service.
The sanctuary was filled with a good variety of atl young people. There was no
prelude it was just the praise team trying to getd¢ound they wanted out of the sound
system.

They began with announcements about 5 minutestageservice should have
begun—about half of the congregation was stilhia harthex—oh well, so much for
informing the people. Then the Praise Team plageabout 25 minutes—Ilet’s talk
about what they did. The group was quite good maganusicianship is concerned, they
just didn’t know how to lead worship. They actugllpyed with a contemporary sound;
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consequently, there were many young people indhetaary. The sound was so loud
that the people couldn’t hear themselves sing wisictot good. The pastor preached
with a good mix of laughter and seriousness anaddmgregation even responded with a
few amen’s. It looks as thought this congregatias $omething going.

8-29-04

Today | visited a church that is basically contenapy. Both of their services are
contemporary. | arrived at the church and was greeery nicely by the person handing
out the bulletins and went to my seat in the sargtut was 10:25 and it was obvious
that there wasn’'t movement to begin the service. gdstor stopped by and greeted me.
This was another time that | knew what the peomeld/wear to church so | wore a suit
and looked totally out of place- | had to be ateisiNot another person greeted me. Oh
well, at least the pastor did. There were a nurobpeople standing around the sanctuary
talking even after the service started—wish theuldave left the room to talk. They
used two large screen TV'’s to project their wordisolv made it a little hard to read.

They need to buy a projector. They had two largelows in the front which made it
hard to see people if they moved in front of theadww. They need to have curtains that
are electric and will close when needed. The serdidn’t begin until 10:40—just
seemed like there was no rush to get going. Thacselasted until 12:25. There were
still people coming into the service at 11:00. 938ang adults—I mean 40 and below
with lots of children—WOW this is great. There waso a good mixture of cultures.
This preacher was excellent—he was very down ttheard communicated well with
laughter and joy. The praise team was pretty goook+mch life. Six singers—three
males, three females, two keyboards, bass guitgr set. The leaders needs to learn how
to be the leader. He wasn't bad but he was not.gréa pastor greeted the visitors and
said that they didn’t want their (the visitors) negr—why not? Oh well.

9-12-04

Today | went to a church that had a number of [gegreeting me at the door—an
early service so not many people in the servicealdutl choir that was excited about
what they were doing. They had a praise band wihicdlnded the normal pieces as well
as brass and woodwinds. This was an excellent ariting service. Most of the choir
music was in unison including their special bwtiéts well done. The praise team was a
part of the choir and moved in and out as needed.phstor praised and thanked the
choir—what a unique idea. The sound was good. Tised a variety of settings in the
sanctuary from video tape to different lighting aaising curtains etc. They had
windows behind the pastor that made it hard toxdesn he preached. Excellent message.

9-19-04
The church | visited today is well past the 80%knawould guess that the
sanctuary holds more than 750 and it was totally Tiney currently have three services

that are all the same—Saturday night and two ord&unThey did have plenty of
parking. They had a 40 voice choir, 40 piece ortheand it was a Continental Singers
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type of service. They had someone direct me irp#rking lot, the person who gave me a
bulletin was not to interested in me but they ditdhrushers helping people find seats.
They had windows off to the side so the light didmhouette the people on the platform.
You could still see the mountains. The choir sagthy in unison—even with the praise
team holding their mics during the anthem you cotildear any parts. Great sound. A
very exciting and worshipful service. | mean upbeatshipful not dead.

10-3-04

Today | visited a church that a number of years\wags a growing church that
was truly spreading the Good News to the world@lirik they are still spreading the Good
News but not with the same vigor that they once hags handed a bulletin and lamely
greeted at the door and no one said another warektantil the greeting time in the
service and after that not another person talkedeloAn interesting way to recognize
visitors. | was actually thinking that the peopleuld be dressed casually so | wore a suit
and most of the people wore suits. The crowd wastlsnolder retired people and maybe
5% were younger. This used to be a church fulloang people and all of those people
have either gotten older and moved away or gotiger @and stayed or they have gone to
be with the Lord.

When | arrived at 10:25 the sanctuary was pretitywiith people sitting in their
seats fellowshipping with one another but there making happening to prepare the
people for the coming ministry. About 10:27 thenpéa moved to the piano and | thought
that maybe something was going to happen but stegi down and looked through her
music. At 10:30 the choir entered from a side doa@ nice orderly fashion and as soon
as the director had them seated he went to a niorepand said that a certain lady was
supposed to do a children’s message and he washsirghe was there. She raised her
hand, got up and went forward and the service hddaw interesting. An interesting
aspect of the speakers was that most of them sduikéethey were from the south. |
noticed an interesting thing in the bulletin—thesed message in interesting ways. For
instance: Choral Message and Vocal Message, | titabgt was and interesting way to
designate parts of worship. This was an interes@rgice. The members carried their
Bibles, it makes a difference in how they act #ittBibles are important enough to bring
with them. | have to admit | dislike sitting thrduthe drivel of some anthems and
hymns. They are just syrupy and are really not eeegntive. Oh well they may be
meaningful to the people in the congregation. Tharadid their best but sang totally
void of feeling.

10-10-04

Wow! | finally got to visit a church that has sotife and energy and preached
the gospel at the same time. This is actually mefirst of the more than 70 churches but
it is one of the few. The Praise Band was quitedgethough the singers left a little to be
desired, (there was only one singer who lookeddasted in being there) and they
actually started before it was time for the sert@begin—what a shock. They had a
good flow to their service music and the leadenkhew to keep the flow of worship
going. | was greeted with a smile outside the fidwuar, which was a good change. The
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pastor used a movie clip (the Whoopie Goldberggreamovie) within his sermon,
included laughter, time for quiet and even hadra@eget up and give a personal
testimony. Had the announcements and offeringeaétid of the service—though they
did use a video for the offertory which sent thegle out of the sanctuary with an upbeat
feeling. Very interesting.

10-17-04

Well back to the beginning of time. Another chuthht is dead and doesn’t know
that it is. Actually they had a fairly good mix afjes in the congregation but the two
associates pastors that ran the service were laldies. If this is church then | wouldn’t
want to go to church. This church actually ha@ fReverends on the staff but very little
real church. The Senior Pastor didn't preach toddgct he wasn't there. The sound was
so soft it was hard to hear any of the speakems.light in the sanctuary was so dim that
it felt like you were in a bar. It was actually Hdo see the people on the platform.

The choir sang with a substitute director and tveye less than exciting. The
actually mirrored the director who was also lessthxciting.

The preacher spoke from a lectern that she braoghe center of the platform
and read her message—not very exciting. Her messagelanted to badmouth the
people who don’t take care of the poor. She gawgesshony statistics about the poor—
some bad statistics that she got from some Liltbnak tank then built her message on
that. She was saying we were starving childrehénnited States. Oh well, so much for
truth in the church. | was greeted by one perdmperson who gave me a bulletin when
| came in and four people around me when we pabsegeace otherwise not even a
hello. In fact one of the female pastors passedhrtiee hall and never even looked at me.

They had a little more than 50% of the sanctudlgdi The hymns from the
denominational hymnal were probably the worst lehaver heard. They said nothing,
they were generally too low, and they were harsing. The organ prelude brought the
people into the sanctuary—the people were totallgtgand then they had
announcements—I just don’t understand this. Hathefcongregation wasn'’t yet in the
sanctuary. It was interesting to hear the checkgjtmade out and torn out during the
end of the message because the offering was nleistwis a church where the people
didn’t even seem to know each other. They didnéretalk to each other. They walked
out of the sanctuary with tunnel vision and to itleairs and went to who knows where.
What a sad commentary on Christianity.

10-24-04

This was an interesting church to go to. It dédilyiis a going church—I'm not
really sure why, but it is packed. They have tlseices on Sunday morning and
another service on Saturday night. Let me tell gbaut my experience: | drove into the
parking lot at 9:25 and there were literally nokiag spaces—I had to park in the fire
lane—pretty exciting but not ripe for much growflinere were two visitor spaces open
when | walked by, but it was too late. | was grdeiethe door by a very welcoming
couple and received a bulletin as | entered thetsany—uh oh, it was on red paper and
was unreadable in the light of the sanctuary winel very dim. The sanctuary was full
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so they had to set up chairs in the Narthex. Asénmeice proceeded the pastor said that
they were only going to use the red bulletins vaw thore weeks since the series he was
using them for ended in two weeks. The only probieican’t read this now. This is
something that you always need to be aware of. @has soon as you realize what has
happened.

The service itself was both exciting and awfuleTand was in place when |
entered but there was no music. The pastor got ;8@ and made announcements
which were hard to hear sine there were still pegpiming in and talking, but he
finished and we did the first hymn—a rather lifslese at that. We then proceeded to
Baptism and Communion which were very interestifftey asked the congregation to
serve the person next to them and proceeded tadiygn during the communion—so
much for trying to serve the person next to youth&tend of the communion service
they prayed for the offering and began passingtfezing plates while the pastor began
his message. Strange. The message was good bentbhemvand on repeating the same
thing—he could have finished in 20 minutes. Too.bakboked like almost all of the
people brought their Bibles and used them—they ¢wek notes on the message—what
a unique idea. God is definitely working in thisucth but they have outgrown their
facilities and need to begin to plan where to gct.ne

10-31-04

On this Sunday | was greeted by a smiling oldeipt®at the door and | got a
bulletin from a gentleman as | entered the sangtuast smiles, no greeting. Oh well so
much for church. This was a church that was abaliitftll and was filled with seniors—
there were only half a dozen people below the &@&& oThe pastors were close to
retirement age and were as boring as that alsochibie was filled with older people and
was in a word awful. They tried but they didn’t knthe anthem and they weren’t
capable of singing it. When your choir is in thedition you need to just quit having a
choir. This service was supposed to be a blend®titee Their praise team consisted of
two lady singers, seniors, the director who sargyitar player who sang, and the
organist. Amazing!!

The sermon was way to long by a pastor who wan&iloquist—his lips hardly
moved. He did get the congregation to laugh a @aptimes, but he was boring. They
did do the announcements during the service—goddw®people brought Bibles but
there was never any scripture for them to lookxaept in the sermon and it went by so
fast that no one had time to look at their BiblEseir praise music was far from praise
music—it was boring and dead. | stayed for the ir@gg of the contemporary service.
First of all it was better than the first servicerette was actually a little life. The praise
team was different and better this time—still naaj but better. The team consisted of
two female singers, two male singers, two guiteescussion and piano. Not bad, but
there was lot’s of room for improvement. This seevincluded a much younger audience
than the first service and there was more lifénia service. This church epitomizes why
Christianity is dying. | think they think they agleing it right. Incidentally, the Senior
Pastor greeted me before the 10:30 service andatlzey short and abrupt—interesting

guy.
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11-7-04

Today | visited a relatively small and relativglyung congregation. This church
began in the 1980’s and has gone through someestieg times and a number of
pastors. I'm not sure why they have gone througimany pastors. | provided music for
this church from Faith Pres for their first yeaheV had a college brass ensemble as
guests this morning which created a different apphese in the sanctuary than usual |
suppose. They, like many other churches, did dr@mouncements at the beginning of the
service, but unlike many other churches the corajreg was in their pews to hear the
announcements—probably because of the brass eresdmlas greeted by a couple of
high school students as | walked up the sidewatktha person who handed out
bulletins, not with any enthusiasm, but at leasetgd. They had about 150 people in this
service—the sanctuary probably holds 175 so thssavgood crowd. They will need to
find more room soon. There was plenty of room mpharking lot when | arrived. The
pastor preached from memory and included a ligtlgghter in his message and the
congregation got involved with the laughter. Thess some energy in the sanctuary, but
how much of that left the sanctuary | don’t knoweYV included the page number for the
scripture in the bulletin, oh well. The choir loakdead for the most part—fortunately
they sounded a little better than that.

11-21-04

Wow! What an exciting church. They have a lottohgs going for them, but they
also have some things that they are doing thatewéhtually become a problem for the
church. They are close enough to Denver that thay dhany people from the Denver
area. They have an exciting ministerial and supgtaft that knows what to do in
worship and in the other areas of the ministrysTifia church that attracts approximately
1600 people each weekend for worship at one Satunigat and two Sunday services.
Their services are praise, joy and laughter fill[Haey are an Evangelical church.

The senior pastor doesn’t beat around the buskayeit straight out—how
refreshing. He is a little distracting in his pretgion because his is so high above the
congregation that he keeps bending down to geth@in level—I would prefer that he
come down off of the platform and be on the levéhe congregation.

Let’s start at the very beginning. As | drove aghe church it was obvious that
they didn’t have enough parking. Except for a f@aces to the east of the education
buildings there were only three handicap parkirecsp open. People were parking on
the street in the fields etc. They need more pgrkedly. As | entered the building |
forced two people to say hello to me not one offeeson did. | don’t care if they know
that | am a visitor they should say hello to evesorhe have three nice new out
buildings that are education and office buildingd a nice courtyard to the east of the
main building. All of these building are relativatgw—three or four years. They have a
coffee house downstairs where many people wereregated when | arrived—Ilot’s of
fellowship, but no one talked to me. | had to ggtbulletin from a young man who was
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probably 8 or 9 years old and | had to walk upito &nd ask him for it. | would say the
average age of this congregation is 40. They haxaanice visitor area but there was
no one there either before or after the servicerdwas no one greeting you at the door.
| sat in the sanctuary for 20 minutes before theise started with people walking past
me, talking to people around me and not one persen looked at me let alone talked to
me. Oh well so much for the Christian spirit. Th@cuary is not well designed for the
platform—the praise band is on one side and fdtgdventy five feet away on the other
side is the choir—not a good situation as far asdoncerned. This obviously included
some poor planning. The praise band is outstaratdgthe choir of 40 people, average
age probably 30, is also excellent and full of ggeand excitement. AlImost everything
they did was in unison except for the anthem aathilas in two part—too bad you have
all of this talent and restrict them to doing nathiThe sound in the sanctuary is
excellent except when any of the choir members satag with the choir and praise
band—they were hard to hear. The sanctuary withgisly 1000 seats has moveable
chairs—this space could be used in a variety déifit configurations. They have very
long services—an hour and a half to and hour artgt five minutes. They had some
scripture during the message but no one openedBhde. | didn’'t hear any complaints,
nor did | see people looking at their watches. Tihag communion with about eight
different locations around the sanctuary where [@opuld go to partake—they had the
people come from the back row first to the frontwrked quite well. They also took
communion to people who couldn’t get up and get it.

1-2-05

On this first Sunday of 2005 | visited an evenahgirch service at an Emerging
church. This is definitely a different church, lauchurch that is ministering to the exact
people Jesus said needed ministering too—the pdugi@re down and out and don’t
know where they are going or who to talk to.

They begin with a potluck at 6:00 and church 80%&o people begin eating and
then just migrate over with their food to the seeviThere are lots of young people (20’s)
with a smattering of older people. They really d@w how to worship—probably in my
top five churches. There is lots of laughter thioug the evening which is very
important to any church. There were not any greedethe door because when | arrived
they were all eating, but there was a warm feeliging the service there was constant
movement in and out like a young people’s conddre service was one hour long—
began with three songs by an excellent band angsrand then gave announcements
and then went to the message. The service endbd@aitmunion and one song.

They are talking about beginning a morning serwbéh from what | understand
will be in a bar. That sounds great to me—whatdogitace.

1-9-05
Today | visited one of the most exciting churchbave visited to date with
respect to welcoming people to the church. Theygiety of other problems, but when

| arrived at their front door and all the way ih@ sanctuary | felt very welcome. | was
greeted at the outside door, in the narthex anahbysher in the sanctuary. Wow a
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church that knows how to welcome people, | waamreé shat there were any of those left.
Now let’s get to the nitty gritty. This church hifisee services, two of them are full to the
brim and the third is about two thirds full whiahitself is wonderful. First of all I'm not
sure how many of those people are there becaugatbeChristians and how many are
there because that is what | have done for evex fif$t two services are traditional and
are filled with people who average in age arourty/sin fact at the end of the service
they brought walkers with wheels down the aislesnduthe final hymn so the aged
people could leave before the crowd began to ldateresting! The choir—60 singers—
sang an anthem that should only be used as a ¢qeee, it certainly didn’t minister.
Don’t get me wrong they did a nice job on the pibaeit just isn’'t a worship piece in
2005. The congregation didn’t sing at all becabsg sang hymns out of the
denominational hymnal which are unsingable forrtiwest part. All of the prayers were
read—they had lots of unison readings that were hadf heartedly at best and the
pastor’s sermon could have been given anyplace-astlvad and boring.

These mainline denominations bad mouth the moaagelical denominations,
but I can’t imagine going to this church each Synalad coming out with any kind of
Christian faith. I might want to help the sick ahé poor but even non-Christians do that.

The third service was a contemporary service—#mland singers were great—
the sound crew needs to learn about sound reinface but the group was very good.
This service had some younger people but it alsiosbane older people—there were
probably more older people than younger people.péstor preached the same message
here that he did in the other services so he isdapting to a different audience. They
did use the screen for all services. He is trymbegin an Emerging church style for one
service. Hope it works because in a few years tineoth will be gone even though they
are full know.

Let’s talk about parking!! There is no parking—ieople have to park on the
street or in the parking lots of the local busiessand walk. This church is in a very
formal university town, so people go to the moealitional church.

1-16-05

Now we are starting to find out what worship real—we still have a problem
with parking and welcoming—nbut these people su@khow to worship. They have
12,000 members, probably 10,000 people at chuishribrning including the children.
The service began with one hour of praise musemn the pastor gave announcements
and talked about the Easter program and how heeddhée people to pray for changed
lives coming out of the program, and then we prdeddo the guest speaker from
Nigeria. The service lasted two hours.

As | walked down the hall to the sanctuary | saveast 50 computer sites where
parents could check in their children for Sundayost and dozens of rooms and areas
for Sunday school classes. They had all kindsiafyththat children could do. Going on
to the sanctuary | found that the sanctuary wakerround—a church after my own
heart. In the round you have everyone closer tattien. In the lobby around the
sanctuary are many tables that are promoting thiiistries in a variety of different
ways. They also have a coffee shop and plentybdésaand chairs for people to sit and
communicate with each other. Wow, what a great twwayuild community. They had a

41



large welcome center just outside of the sanctaadyone at the door that | entered.
They have loads of information for visitors. Thare dozens of small group activities
outlined in a 144 page book. In the sanctuary tiexe plenty of ushers to help you find
a seat, but no one greeted me until | got to thetsary door. The music portion

included a light and smoke show and then the redjglats came up for the message.
They have 4 or 5 screens like an arena. The Pfaam was wonderful and led us into
the message beautifully. This is a Pentecostalcthioiw doubt. The parking is
horrendous—this is a fairly new facility. A ladythe visitors center said with the regular
chairs they can seat 7400 and with folding chiey tan seat 8000.They can also take
out the chairs and set up tables for dinner thea&@nazing.

1-23-05

Today | visited a church that has been dying Byéars and doesn’t know it.
This is the entire tenure of the pastor who juist WWhen he arrived the church had a
membership of 1350 people and when he left 13 yatesthey have less than 700 on
the rolls. There were probably 100 less peopléénsiainctuary this morning than there
were the last time | went—three years ago. Theieemwas dead!!! to say the least and
the people are aging. Quite honestly | receivedtst greeting at this church that | have
gotten at any church. | got hugs.

They sang one hymn, so much for congregationalwament, and the rest of the
music was the choir director organist show. Altleé music centered on the Director of
Music and the organist, and the organist still pleyth two left hands. They have done
away with the praise team so this is no longereaded service, but the sign out front
says “blended.” The pastor for the day was thea@tpart-time pastor who was there for
his last Sunday. He is an amazing pastor and peeachthe message was great, but the
music was the ladies in the choir who sang a Bfekendition of Pie Jesu. How sad.
Hopefully they will be able to get a new pastorrsoo they will be in real trouble.

2-13-05

Wow! What a pleasure to visit a church that idlyealive. This morning | visited
a church that seems to be growing, has a wondgdlille worship service with the
entire congregation involved and a minister whaagpdo the people instead of above the
people. He even prays like | pray—like God is ritjtdére with him. It did disappoint me
that they only had a CD playing up to the hour thatservice began. In my opinion the
praise team should play at least 5 minutes bef@eérvice. The praise team came in
right on time and began the service at 9:30 shdrat’'s good!! It is not usually true in
contemporary services. The praise team was extellen

Let’s start at the very beginning a very good elaxstart: There were plenty of
parking spaces. There was a greeter at the dgoeeder in the Narthex and an usher
with a bulletin inside the sanctuary. | felt grektld seemed like there was plenty of life
and energy. The people were generally talking th egher and didn’t see someone from
the outside come in. Oh well. No one at the visitable—in fact I'm not sure that there
was a visitors table. The people entered the sanctn the last 3 minutes. The sanctuary
was probably 90% full. The rows (chairs) were ttmse together—it was hard to get
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through even without people in the chairs. Theiserwas 1. music, 2. offering with
music, 3. music, 4. sermon, 5. communion with masid music to end the service. The
service lasted about 1 hour and 10 minutes. Exdelteessage and prayer by the pastor
he had the people read with him as he read sceifriunis message and he prayed like
God was right in the room—very personal. | woul@ggithe average age was 40. There
was a good mix of ages. From their “Six Prioritigdboks like they are introspective
rather than going out to the world. This is justaasumption on my part. They do seem
to be a very active church.

3-7-05

What fun! A black church that is totally mainlie&cept in their style of worship.
They are even more traditional than any of theiticathl mainline churches | have
attended, but they do get with it when it comewdoship. They sing with energy, and
respond to everything that is going on with enelgy,they have all of the trappings of a
mainline church, and all of the responsive readetgsthat the mainline church would
have. They know how to worship!!!

Some problems: they don’t have any off streetipgtkheir sanctuary is very
small (probably holds 100 people or less; thereisoom for expansion in their present
location; they are basically an old congregatiotnwery few whites; it looks like they
don’t do much outreach, but they do seem to take abthemselves; they had a problem
with the flow of the service because people forgloat they were supposed to do at
times.

Some real positives: they greet you (with entharajaat the door; they greeted me
in the sanctuary before the service started; thetsary is filled with smiling faces; they
honor their own; the service was an hour and fiftputes long and nobody was ready to
leave; the service went so fast that you didn’lizeavhat time it was; they included lots
of music that the congregation SANG; the sermon oveig 25 minutes long and included
the use of people in the congregation reading soep—WOW—my kind of guy.

Overall it was an interesting and exciting expereen

3-27-05

This morning | visited a mainline church that ettgqhg smaller number wise, but
they still have a little bit of life. The pastorusry dynamic (he probably won’t be at this
church very long) and knows the people very welll{s won’'t be able to minister to a
much larger church). The people are somewhat welgpbut the welcomer’s are all
quite old. In fact most of them are people who wader than | am. A note of interest is
that they don’t have the name of the church anye/irethe bulletin.

| visited on Easter Sunday so there were mankebnce or twice a year people
there. One large family that only a wife goes @ ¢hurch were there to dedicate a
carillon in there husband/father's name. The mamiactually preached a “minister to the
world message”—I’'m not sure if that is the normalyer if it was an Easter Sunday
message. This is basically an older congregatianishjust slowly dying. The choir
consists of the same people that have been irhibie for years. They don’t currently
have a choir director and | understand why—the ruiggas awful.
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4-17-05

If this is church then we had better find a newwado church. Actually we have
but this church obviously hasn’t found it yet. THeave no parking—there are two other
churches that meet in this building so they fiveviees each Sunday and nobody comes
to any of them. This was the contemporary or tee fermal service. It definitely wasn’t
contemporary. They sang hymns with two ladies aedoastor up front leading—poorly
| might add. There were 17 people at this servimevahat an interesting bunch. There
weren’t any families just a bunch of singles—ingtirey. They are a welcoming church.
The pastor is Asian and | think he is ok but hleasd to understand. They did use a
screen to project the words and other things spdhe at least thinking a little
contemporary. Last Sunday they had 15 people attthditional service and 10 at their
less formal service. How sad.

5-1-05

| have to quit visiting churches—the more | vibié more | realize that the
Christian faith is in dire need of changes and sdtis was a church who'’s pastor was
down in Colorado Springs picketing against Jamelssbn’s and left a church, which
doesn’'t have any idea what church is all abouetal ffor themselves.

| parked in front of the church 15 minutes befibre service was to begin and
there was not a sign of life—in fact there wasny gign of life for about 5 minutes
when a car pulled up behind me and two people gband went into the church. Just for
information | had already checked out their parKistgn the back which had parking for
6 or 7 cars so where would the people be parking?

Well at 10:25 (the service begins at 10:30) | wietd the church. There were two
people standing talking—I found out later that erees and usher—so | tried to find a
bulletin. In all honesty | didn’t recognize the latin on the table because the cover
looked like it was done by a child and it was pggnlinted, so the lady quit talking for a
second and gave me one. She immediately went bdukrttalking. Oh well. | went in
and sat down—there were maybe ten people in thetisy and they were all standing
around talking to each other—no one bothered tetgree—this is the way you get
visitors to return.

This is a church that you would consider a dowmtawurch—an old church with
mostly old members and homeless people. The semasaather interesting—the music
was: Gathering MusicThe Lusty Month of Mayusical MeditationJoy Spring
Offering Music The Heather on the Hill, The Rosecouple of denominational hymns—
not singable and with words that said nothing—thlae&vens they ended with How
Great They Art or | wouldn’t have known that it wea€hristian Church. The message
was titled Flower Meditation where an old guy stapdand told us to look into the
flower (oh by the way, we were all given a flowand as you inhale it was supposed to
get brighter and as you exhaled it was supposgédttdarker. The old guy’s wife (she
had a flower ring around her head) stood nextrodmd played an Orff drum throughout
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the reading. It actually was rather amusing. Andame person said a thing to me as | left
the church. Would | ever return again? NO WAY—npolydbecause of the service but
they certainly weren’t friendly. Need | say moré#this is church then God doesn’t need
it.

5-15-05

Today | visited a church that one of my formedstuts told me she was going to
in January. She said that they were having probkmdsdidn’t know how long they were
going to be around. After visiting the church Idithat she was absolutely right and it
seems like they should already be gone. The chaests in a warehouse. It's a fairly
small space—probably holds 100 people max. Whenveal | was greeted heartily at
the door and | told them that | was there becatiseydormer student. The lady at the
door said that my former student just happenectsidk that day (remember this fact).

Well | proceeded into the sanctuary—time 8:57—lase team was
practicing—they’re not bad musically. A couple ohuries later they finished saying that
they were running out of time—I guess it was alyetaahe for the service to begin. There
were 17 people in the sanctuary at this time sgtaged the service. The leader of the
praise team read a scripture and said “Let’s silg€e praise team leader has no idea how
to lead worship. Within the next half hour anotB8rpeople moseyed into the sanctuary.
During the first 30 minutes we sang and had a Ituteiwelcoming time where all of the
people got together with their friends and had @dgiime. This is not what | would
consider a welcoming time more like a social clafiet—is that what the church is? The
preacher came on and preached a sermon abouggatiimg with each other and how he
was praying that the congregational meeting that megopening during the 11:00 service
would provide some common ground and a little campse. The service ended with the
person making the announcements telling the coagjmgthat he was resigning his
position on the elder board—not sure why. Whatard for a visitor.

That afternoon | sent an email to the former sttded she replied that same day
saying that she had given them her letter of regign from the church five weeks
earlier—hmm, interesting, they said that she wals. $i’'s obvious that this is a very sick
church which probably needs to close down and tpesgle need to find other churches.
We’'ll see what God has in mind. I'll keep track.

5-22-05

Today | visited a church that other churches rieanulate, but not many will.
The mainline churches would call them a circus chyust like they called a church that
| used to be the Minister of Music in and wouldtenthem off. Oh well, this church is
growing Christian witnesses who are going out amustering to the world. There must
be something wrong with that. This church is theosel church of a church planting
group and they are currently working on numberghow! They welcomed me in the
parking lot by guiding me to a parking space. klitg they opened the church in a
location that doesn’'t have enough parking so itheen a real problem since they
opened. They are running over 2400 at the fiveises\they have each weekend. There
are two services on Saturday night and three od&umorning (actually they have 5
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services on Sunday morning—watch for my visit te@ TUpper Room where they have
two services that are part of the main servicegyllelcomed me at the door, inside the
Narthex and at the sanctuary door. The only thiag they didn’t do was thank me for
coming at the end of the service. Oh well they tda’everything.

Their service is full of life and energy. This morg they had a youth group that
danced to a Contemporary Christian song and signether one. They have an excellent
praise band but their worship leader is a “st&e”is a one man show which is the only
thing that troubles be about this church. Theycaweach that reaches out and ministers to
the community, the state, the United States artdetovorld. They even tell their people
to give a certain portion of their giving to othmmistries and not to the church. What a
unique concept.

This is a church that other churches should tessiee what church really is.

5-29-05

Today | visited a mainline church that is theré fmobably not alive. They have
just let a pastor go who just created havoc ircthech and are trying to get it back
together again. They are a very old congregation edesn’t know how to minister to
people. They have a very nice Interim minister wha long time mainliner who did well
back in the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s but is way outddted005. Their choir director does a
good job but I think she is also living in the dadges—not sure about that. Take a look
at the congregation during the service and youkmitiw where they are—they are totally
bored. The need to come into thé'2&ntury or they certainly won't attract any new
people. They have a little room to grow parkingenigr one service, but have a lot of
room to grow if they added another service. 90 feewpthe service today. This was a
normal traditional service—what a sleeper.

7-2-05

Today’s church was a church that | have visitedimber of times before but
today | visited their service in the Upper Room.aWa unique title. Hmm. | wonder
where they came up with that name? Well, thisseraice that is in a room above the
building next door to their sanctuary. It's actyalbove some businesses in the shopping
center where the church resides. This church izemgan many ways: First of all and
most notably their entrepreneurship and creatiVithen they begin something new they
seem to really study all of the implications ofsthiew idea and are ready to do what ever
it takes to make it happen. They have obviouslgsted a lot of time and money in this
enterprise and it has really paid off for the Londr that what this church thing is
about in the first place? They have 28 (I think)rrd tables in this room, which seat eight
people and are covered with table cloths neatlyaset 12 screens for people to see the
service. They have a coffee bar at the back ofdbm that is available before and after
the service and people definitely use it.

| have to admit there is one thing that | persigrddn’t like about the church
service and that is that the praise team is neam it is a band with one singer, a one
person show and | think that it is easier to gefppeto sing when you have more singers.
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It's the same in the main sanctuary where they lads@ a one person show when the
choir is not there and the people don’t sing vee}i ¥ they sing at all.

Now let’s talk about the people who attend thiwvise. | admit | expected the age
group to be 20’s and 30’s, but | was pleasantlpissed—there were people there from
elementary school to at least one 86 year old lagyl were all getting into the music and
making a joyful noise for the Lord. What a fun timeChrist.

The service begins with the Praise Team providigic and some
announcements and then the message is piped inti®main sanctuary. Since there are
so many screens you feel like the message is haygpeght from the front of the room
and not from someplace else. It felt very comfddats you introduced yourself around
the table and answered the question they had éamtrning which tied into the
message. The message for the morning was baseghasigns 4:11 & 124tt was he
who gave some to be apostles, some to be proghetg, to be evangelists, and some to
be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s peoplesdoks of service, ...NIV The
word servicehere refers to all Christians needing to becomestars, finding their place
in the ministry and actively carrying out theirlc#fl every church taught this message
Christianity would be second to none in this world.

Like the few churches that are thriving in the @ato this church had a greeter
at the outside door, another greeter at the saryctioeor and people to help you find a
place to sit. Was the place full? Yes, it was ntbem full with an alive and vibrant group
of Christians, first time visitors and maybe evems people who hadn’t yet accepted the
Lord as their personal savior. When | left thatrchu knew that it was a place where |
would feel comfortable anytime.

7-17-05

Today was a tough day for me—I visited a churett thhad once been the
minister of music at and it is very difficult toesé in the condition it is in today. Granted,
it wasn't in very good shape when | left, but itsA@etter than it is today. This was my
first time back since | left almost five years agibere were 34 people in sanctuary
including the organist and the minister and onfgwa of those were much alive. | was
not greeted in the parking lot, at the front dooa® | entered the sanctuary. The bulletins
were on a stand nest to the sanctuary door andamgdaughter and | took the last two.
The problem was that a few more people entered thatndoor after us—oops no
bulletins.

There was pleasant organ music playing when weealra good way to start
worship. There were people of a number of ages fsozbably 45 to 70 but there was not
much life. The hymns were slow or slower and weaditional hymns which didn’t
speak to the people in attendance. The churchdvas lgack to the old style of worship
with not much excitement or energy. The pastorgred a fairly good sermon but there
was no response from the congregation. Even whesaidesomething that would elicit
laughter | was the only person who laughed. Theyahduet provided from an outside
group and they weren't bad they just kept singhreggame thing over and over with the
same bland harmony and they only used one mictiwtlyoung man leaning in closer
that the girl so he quite often was the only one gould hear. The problem was that he
was usually singing the harmony.
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This is a church building that had fallen into sodisrepair and the new pastor
has decided that the building repair is more imgodrthan building a congregation. Too
bad!! They are using money from the foundation Whead grown over the last few years
of my tenure and | guess they are hoping that laibgi that is redone will draw a crowd.
We all know that that is not going to happen. Oli,vg@ much for the church. Just keep

praying.
7-25-05

The church | visited today was in Ft. Worth, TXig'is a “planting church”
which plans to plant 62 churches this year. | reren their website and have seen what
they are doing and | am totally impressed. | jushted to see what the home church did.
They are a church of 3000 and average 2500 indztexe for their four weekend
services (one Saturday night and three on Sundaging). This is a church thatisa 5 in
every way except greeting a first time visitor. Ylygeeted us and guided us in from the
parking lot, (which may need to be a little biggegcause their Sunday services are at
9:00, 10:15 and 11:30 and the lot is full) at thent door, the door of the sanctuary and
in the sanctuary. | realize that in a church tlet 500 in attendance it is hard for the
people to know who the visitors are—I usually g@amoutfit that is completely opposite
of what the church would wear, but today | hadddike the parishioners since | didn’t
have a suit to wear.

The first thing | noticed was the blocking offafout 100 seats that (I would
guess that they could seat 600) were in the batikeo$anctuary so no one would sit
there unless there was a need, and eventually Wese need. It immediately made the
people sit closer to the platform. The praise téaith a director who was pretty bald—
gosh an older guy leading worship in a “young” adin® Unheard of) was excellent and
the flow of the service was amazing. The band tiangd from one song to the next
very well and the next person who was up was alwap$ace and ready to do what was
up next. Four of the five singers kept their eypsroat all time and the one who didn’t
only closed his eyes once. WOW!!! So many praisentsingers become introspective,
close their eyes and sing to themselves insted@hdfng the members of the
congregation with continual eye contact. Can yoagme the pastor closing his/her eyes
during the sermon? All of the praise songs wergatite and in good ranges with
excellent, meaningful words. The only thing | haprablem with was the volume of the
instruments. It was so loud that it was hard ta tlea singer’s and worship leader’s
words. They used three different video segmentsikee locally done and were very
professional in look.

| would say the congregation’s average age wagwstmre around 30 to 35 and
my guess is that the oldest people there wereein H0’s. This was a church that anyone
would be welcome in and where a wide variety ofistires are happening for all ages as
well as other local, nationwide and worldwide mirnes.

We will be happy to send you a list of all of thelarches that were
visited. Just send an email to: info@thekenjohnsomgup.com
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The following is a list of all of the churches that
The ﬂj hantom ﬂsew ditter
visited between the years of 2002 and 2005

Assembly of God

Aurora First Assembly of God
American Baptist

Calvary Baptist

Crossroads Church

First Baptist Church of Denver
Bible Churches

Foothills Bible Church
Conservative Baptist

Mission Hills Church

Galilee Baptist

Southern Baptist

Riverside Baptist

Mississippi Avenue Baptist
Central Baptist-Aurora
Arapahoe Road Baptist
Community of Grace Church
Black Churches

Shorter Community A.M.E.
New Hope Baptist
Macedonia Baptist

People’s Presbyterian
Catholic

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
Queen of Peace-Aurora
Christian

South Suburban Christian
Congregational

First Plymouth Congregational
Covenant

Centennial Covenant
Emerging Churches
Pathways Church

Scum of the Earth

Episcopal

St. Johns Episcopal
Evangelical Free

Bethany Evangelical Free
Southern Gables
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Independent/Non-denominational
Grace Chapel

Heritage Christian Center
Colorado Community-Englewood
Colorado Community-Aurora
Vinyard-Aurora

Orchard Road Christian Center
Calvary Temple-Denver
Crossroads Church of Denver
Faith Bible Chapel-Arvada

The Church in the City-Denver
West Bowles Community Church
Jubilee Fellowship Church

New Life Church — Colorado Springs
Eastern Hills Community Church
Green Valley Church

Northwood Church

Lutheran, Evangelical (ELCA)
Augustana Lutheran

Bethany Lutheran

Christ the Savior Lutheran

Lord of the Hills Lutheran

St. Paul’'s Lutheran-Denver
Lutheran, Missouri Synod
Ascension Lutheran

Methodist, Free

Light and Life Community Church
Methodist, United

Trinity Methodist

First United Methodist-Grand Junction
St. Andrew Methodist-Littleton
Grace United Methodist-Denver
Smokey Hill United Methodist
Littleton United Methodist

Park Hill United Methodist

Hope United Methodist
Northglenn United Methodist
Warren United Methodist

St. Paul's United Methodist
Nazarene

Denver First Church of the Nazarene
Presbyterian, Evangelical

Cherry Creek Presbyterian
Cherry Hills Community
Greenwood Community Church
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Faith Presbyterian-Aurora

Parker Presbyterian

Grace Point Community-Littleton
Bear Creek Presbyterian

Lookout Mountain Community Church
Presbyterian, UPCUSA

Corona Presbyterian

Wellshire Presbyterian Church
Aurora First Presbyterian Church
Central Presbyterian

First Presbyterian Church-Ft. Lupton
Columbine Presbyterian Church
Montview Presbyterian

First Presbyterian-Grand Junction
First Presbyterian Church-Boulder
St. James Presbyterian Church

First Presbyterian Church of Englewood
Presbyterian Church of the Covenant
Reformed Church in America

Christ Community Church

New Hope Community Church
Seventh Day Adventist

Palisade Seventh Day Adventist
United Church of Christ

Columbine United Church

Rockland Community Church

July 24, 2005 -- 86 churches attended
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